
 

Just a few weeks ago, I came across an 
incredible sale on audiobooks. I haven’t 
listened to many audiobooks over the years 
because, honestly, my attention span isn’t the 
best. When I’m driving I find it difficult to catch 
everything that’s said or keep my mind from 
drifting off in my own thoughts. However, I 
decided to download Stephen Nichols’ recent 
biography of the late R.C. Sproul – pastor, 
theologian, and founder of Ligonier Ministries. 
While I’ve enjoyed Dr. Sproul’s teaching 
ministry over the years, there was something in 
the biography that really made me think. It 
wasn’t a specific point that he taught in a 
lecture, but it was the title of his monthly 
column in Tabletalk magazine called, “Right 
Now Counts Forever.”  

For over forty years, Sproul would use this 
column to discuss the implications of theology 
for daily living, including topics such as 
economics, politics, education, sports, 
marriage, current events, and other important 
issues of life. But the main thrust of the weekly 
column was to remind believers that what we 
do today counts for all of eternity. Therefore, 
every decision, action, conversation, priority, 
expense, commitment, and goal should be 
made in light of how God wants us to live. 
What we do right now counts forever.  

I was also reminded of this topic in our Sunday 
message series, Our Weakness | God’s 
Strength. In 2 Corinthians 5:1-10, Paul 
describes the incredible reality of eternal life 
with God. He gives believers hope that even 
though our earthly bodies will suffer in this life 
and eventually experience death, we have a 
“building from God…eternal in the heavens” 
(5:1). He continues to explain how in that day 
we will put on glorified bodies, and our earthly 
groaning will be silenced by the perfection that 
awaits us in glory. However, even though we 

have the eternal assurances of heaven, we must 
balance that hope by living for Christ each day 
until we get there. Paul reminds us of this 
principle a few verses later when he says, 
“While we are at home in the body we are away 
from the Lord, for we walk by faith and not by 
sight…. we make it our aim to please him” (5:6, 
9). In other words, until we get to heaven, our 
aim on earth should be to please God with 
everything we do. We should never get the 
idea that since we have the assurances of 
heaven life on earth no longer matters, like a 
lame duck term in leadership. Rather, we 
should be faithful in all areas of life until we 
take our final breath, when earthly faith is 
transformed into heavenly sight.  

Take a moment and ask yourself, “What areas of 
my life need to be more committed to following 
Christ?” Could it be loving those who have 
wronged you? Helping people who are in 
need? Giving an encouraging word to 
someone who’s struggling? Making more time 
for Bible study and prayer? Using your gifts to 
serve the Lord in ministry? Being more 
committed to support the church financially 
through a weekly offering? Telling more people 
about Jesus?  

Paul highly motivates us at the end with the 
reminder that every believer will one day stand 
before “the judgment seat of Christ,” where 
Jesus will examine our lives to see what we did 
with our time on earth (5:10). No true believer 
wants to be found lacking when we face the 
Lord. Therefore, let’s remember that right now 
counts forever. May God give us the grace to 
live each day “aiming to please him.”  

Soli Deo Gloria! 
Pastor Justin
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Music Ministry

Equipped to Serve - February 18, 10 AM - 2 PM 
Location:  Memorial Baptist Church in Newport 
Speaker:  Emily Terrell 
Free event for all women. A time of fellowship, worship, and 
study exploring what it means to serve and how God has 
equipped us to serve. Lunch will be served at the 
conclusion of the event. Deadline to register is February 11. 
Register online at www.optionsnewport.com or by calling 
(423) 415-9327. 

Disaster Relief Training 
There is an upcoming training session on Saturday, 
February 18 here at FBC Dandridge. For more information, 
contact Danny Newman at 865-604-4990. Learn more about 
the Disaster Relief Ministry at www.tndisasterrelief.org . 

Women on Mission 
Join us for our next monthly meeting on Sunday, February 
19 at 6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. Please bring a dozen 
cookies to share with our shut-ins and others in need. 

Women’s Celebration 
Ladies save the date and invite your friends! 
Women's Celebration 2023 
Celebrating Jesus: The Hope for the World! 
Saturday, March 4, 11:30 AM - 2:30 PM 
First Baptist Church Dandridge Fellowship Hall 
Join us for tablescapes, lunch, worship, prayer, inspiration, 
fellowship and door prizes! Cost is $15. Sign up in the 
Welcome Center or call the Church Office by Friday, 
February 24. 

New Sunday School Class 
Beginning March 5 there will be a new Adult Sunday School 
class option for married and single adults in their 40’s & 
50’s. This class will be taught by Terry Miller and will meet in 
Room 223. If you do not have a Sunday School class this 
would be a great opportunity for you to get connected.

Parenting Conference February 12 & 13 
The featured speaker is David Thomas, Director of Family 
Counseling at Daystar Ministries. He has been a part of the 
Daystar staff for the last 25 years and is a best-selling author 
and sought-after speaker across the country. David will be 
speaking in the Morning Worship Service on February 12 and 
again at 2:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. He will present a final 
session on Monday at 6:00 PM at LCA. Register online at 
www.fbcdt.org — childcare will be available. 

Focus on Woman’s Missionary Union/Women on Mission 
During the month of February we focus on WMU’s impact in 
local churches, communities, and throughout the world. Our 
“unwavering focus on making disciples of Jesus who live on 
mission happens through missions discipleship, leadership 
development, and compassion ministries with kingdom 
impact in every state and 39 countries.“ Pick up a prayer 
guide in the Welcome Center for more information on the 
WMU groups here at FBC Dandridge and the ministries we 
help support. 

Children’s Ministry Candidate 
The Personnel Committee will host a Meet & Greet for the 
prospective Children’s Ministry Candidate on Saturday, 
February 4 in the Fellowship Hall — the first session from 
10:00-11:30 AM is for parents and children’s ministry 
volunteers. The second session from 12:30-2:30 PM is a drop-
in time for the entire FBCD church membership. On Sunday, 
February 5 we will have a Business Meeting following the 
morning worship service to vote on the candidate. 

Youth Ministry Candidate 
The Personnel Committee will host a Meet & Greet for the 
prospective Youth Ministry Candidate on Saturday, February 
18 in the Youth Ministry Area — the first session from 
10:00-11:30 AM is for parents and youth ministry volunteers. 
The second session from 12:30-2:30 PM is a drop-in time for 
the entire FBCD church membership. On Sunday, February 
19 we will have a Business Meeting following the morning 
worship service to vote on the candidate. 

Announcements

Orchestra and Handbell Rehearsals 
Do you or have you ever played an instrument? We would 
love to have you join our instrumental groups! We need 
orchestra and band instruments: woodwinds, brass, 
guitarists, percussionists, keyboardists — we can use all of 
you. Or maybe you read music and want to use those skills to 
play handbells. Handbells are a great way to play in an 
ensemble — we’ll teach you! Rehearsals for orchestra and 
handbells occur on the first, third, and fifth Sunday of every 
month with orchestra at 2:30 PM in the Sanctuary and 
handbells at 3:30 PM in the Handbell Rehearsal Room on the 
first floor of the Education Building. To join, contact Pastor 
Chris at cheadley@fbcdt.org or show up at any rehearsal. 
Rehearsals begin on Sunday, January 29.

http://www.fbcdt.org
http://www.optionsnewport.com
http://www.tndisasterrelief.org
mailto:cheadley@fbcdt.org


February Birthdays
Quick Update 
The Lord Jesus Christ commanded His Church to make 
disciples wherever we are found, and He promised to be with 
us always as we commit ourselves to the task (Matt. 
28:18-20). We have seen and experienced the triune God’s 
faithfulness and steadfast love. He has not only cared for His 
people as we have been intentional to go and proclaim the 
gospel message in our community, but we have seen His 
compassion and mercy towards those who are lost and 
brokenhearted. We have begun our weekly Bible study, 
which has been a blessing, and we are grateful to God for 
working in the lives of those whom we have encountered. 
Please continue to pray that the seed of the gospel will fall on 
good soil and that it may yield fruit according to God’s good 
will. Also pray for everyone who is involved in this church 
plant, so that we may be of good courage. 
 
Rev. Waldhys J. Rodoli 
Pastor of Hispanic Church Plant

Welcome New Members

Hispanic Church Plant

Student Ministry
DNOW 
Disciple Now is scheduled for Friday, February 24 to Sunday, 
February 26 at Carson Springs Conference Center. All 
students in grades 7-12 are invited to attend this weekend of 
Bible study and worship. All meals, transportation, and 
materials are provided. Please register through Realm by 
Wednesday, February 22.

Eli Hinchey 
1/8/2023

Craig & Suni Treanor 
1/8/2023

Brian & Debbie Murphy 
1/15/2023

If you would like a copy of the January 
birthday list, contact the Church Office.



Sunday School Report 
Average Attendance 

 December  2022 YTD 
Preschool 12 16 
Children 21 29 
Youth 19 24 
Adult 145 189 
Offsite 0 0 
Overall average 196 258

Financial Report 
   December  2022  YTD 
Budget Fund Goal $96,020.00 $1,248,260.00 

Budget Receipts $168,364.53 $1,461,351.24  
Building Fund Receipts 6,883.00 45,729.00 
Designated Receipts 64,300.67 306,891.35 
Total Receipts $239,548.20 $1,813,971.59

951 Hwy 92 S - PO Box 246 
 Dandridge, TN 37725

Current Resident or

General Information
Ministerial Staff: 
Dr. Justin Terrell, jterrell@fbcdt.org 
     Senior Pastor 
Rev. Cory Hammett, chammett@fbcdt.org 
     Pastor of Spiritual Growth & Missions 
Dr. Chris Headley, cheadley@fbcdt.org 
      Pastor of Worship & Music 
Rev. Waldhys Rodoli, wrodoli@fbcdt.org 
      Hispanic Church Pastor 
students@fbcdt.org 
      Pastor to Students 
children@fbcdt.org 
  Director of Children’s Ministries 

Support Staff: 
Lauren Opeil, lopeil@fbcdt.org 
     Ministry Assistant 
Alicia Linsley, alinsley@fbcdt.org 
     Ministry Assistant 
Diane Marshall, dmarshall@fbcdt.org 
     Church Accountant 
Caine Jones, Maintenance & Grounds Manager 
Jody Tatum, Custodian/Maintenance  
Donna McDonald, Chef/Food Services 
Kristel Headley & Michelle Johnson, Pianists 
Jerry Price, Organist 

Church Office: (865) 397-3940

Winter Weather Policy   
FBCD will hold all services and 
activities as scheduled, weather 
permitting, and make decisions 
to cancel activities on a case-by-
case basis. Should it become 
necessary to cancel an activity, 
members of that group will be 
notified via Realm which will 
include both an email and a text 
message. For a church-wide 
cancellation, all methods of 
communication will be used 
including text, email, social 
media, Realm, telephone, and 
website. Please make sure your 
c o n t a c t i n f o r m a t i o n , 
particularly cell phone number, 
is up-to-date to receive these 
important messages.


