
 

One of the great theological themes of the Bible is how 
God takes the broken, sinful elements of the world and 
uses them to fulfill his perfect will. Such a theme is mind-
boggling to us, because in our experience, things that are 
bad rarely result in things that are good. But as an 
extension of God’s redemptive plan to overcome evil 
through Jesus, he has the ability and desire to reverse 
what is sinful and disastrous and use it to bless people 
and accomplish his purpose. We find an amazing 
demonstration of this truth in the book of Acts, where 
Luke gives us the final details of the Jerusalem Church.  

Throughout the first seven chapters, we’re given an 
incredible account of how the Holy Spirit brought new life 
to God’s people and created the first church in history. In 
one day, beginning with 120 believers praying in the 
Upper Room, the Holy Spirit quickly led 3000 people to 
follow Jesus on the day of Pentecost. From that point 
forward, through the preaching of the gospel and the 
ministry of the apostles, the church rapidly grew to 5000, 
and continued to increase thereafter. And not only was 
God blessing the church through new believers and 
spiritual growth, but he miraculously protected the church 
from the attacks of the religious leaders, from internal 
corruption and division, and everything else the enemy 
sought to use to derail to movement of Christ. However, 
when we move into chapters seven and eight, the church 
enters into a disastrous predicament. First, Stephen was 
arrested and stoned to death by the religious leaders. His 
death was not only a tragic loss for the church, but a 
fearful reminder of what would soon come their way. 
Second, the church was “scattered” throughout Judea and 
Samaria, no longer in close fellowship with one another. 
Third, Saul of Tarsus, the chief persecutor of the church 
who oversaw Stephen’s execution, was going “house to 
house,” looking to arrest believers and likely put them to 
death.  

These developments brought great fear upon God’s 
people. Most were wondering why Jesus would allow 
something like this to happen. Why would he draw so 
many people together, only for persecution to drive them 
apart and end the lives of some in the process? It’s not a 
stretch to say that many of these believers grew hopeless 
during this season of difficulty. And I think we can all 
identify with that at times during our lives. We often 
wonder why God would allow someone to suffer, or be 
diagnosed with a severe illness, or lose their job. 
Sometimes it’s difficult to understand why the Lord 
doesn’t seem to act against all the wickedness taking 
place in our nation. We might be tempted to question 
God for leading two of our ministers to new places of 

service. However, regardless of what difficulties we face, 
we believe that God is sovereign, that he’s in control, and 
he’s working in the background to fulfill his will. Paul 
writes, “And we know that for those who love God all 
things work together for good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose” (Rom. 8:28).  

However, a closer examination of the Jerusalem Church 
reveals that all these difficulties were used for good. 
Stephen tragically died, but God gave him and others a 
glimpse of heaven, where Jesus was standing as a sign of 
approval. It reminds us that God rewards our sacrifices 
and faithfulness, and nothing for the Lord will be done in 
vain. We also notice that as the church was scattered, they 
went to “Judea and Samaria…. preaching the gospel” 
(8:2-4). While the church assumed this was the end, God 
was using it to fulfill Jesus’ words about the gospel 
expanding to these regions (Acts 1:8). The Holy Spirit 
would lead these believers to advance the gospel, make 
disciples, and plant new churches. Only God could 
reverse such evil for good! Finally, with many threatened 
by the chief persecutor, Saul of Tarsus, believers probably 
assumed they would never be able to succeed regardless 
of where they landed. However, in God’s sovereignty, 
recorded in the very next chapter, Jesus met Saul on the 
road to Damascus, and transformed him into arguably the 
greatest theologian and missionary in church history, who 
we know as the apostle Paul. So, not only was Saul no 
longer a threat, but he became an invaluable catalyst for 
the advancement of the gospel – who saw that coming? 

Each of these examples are reminders that when we face 
evil and difficulty in the world, God is working through 
these things behind the scenes, and his plan often unfolds 
in the very next chapter. God is the only One who can turn 
hopelessness into hope! As we marvel at this truth, we can 
agree with what Paul would later write as he considered 
the sovereignty of God, “Oh, the depth of the riches and 
wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 
judgments and how inscrutable his ways!” (Rom 11:33). 
Let’s be encouraged that God is in control, Jesus is 
fulfilling his will, and the Holy Spirit is empowering us in 
the days ahead.  

Soli Deo Gloria! 

Pastor Justin   
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Fall Sunday School Materials 
All leader material, Sunday School books, and 
devotionals are available for pick up in the Church 
Office. 

Women’s Prayer Meeting 
You are invited to a focused time of prayer the second 
Sunday of every month in Room 216. Our next meeting 
is on September 11 at 4:30 PM. For more information, 
contact Lavigne Kirkpatrick at 239-595-0196 or 
lavignekirkpatrick@gmail.com .  

Family Ministry Day 
Join us on Sunday afternoon, September 18, as we 
minister to our community through a variety of mission 
projects. A light lunch will be served in the Fellowship 
Hall for those participating. 
 
Women on Mission Meeting 
Our monthly meeting will be on September 18 at 5:00 
PM in the FH. We will have our regular time of 
fellowship, snacks, Bible study, and prayer and then 
work on unfinished projects from Family Ministry Day.

Music Ministry

CHURCH GOAL: 
$8,000

Golden Offering for Tennessee Missions 
This offering began in 1902 and is named in honor of 
Dr. and Mrs. W.C. Golden.  Gifts received help support 
the missions and ministries of the Tennessee Baptist 
Mission Board including: 
 - Evangelism Efforts 
 - Disaster Relief 
 - Compassion Ministry 
 - Baptist Collegiate Ministries 
 - Church Revitalization  

“See, I am doing a new thing!  Now it springs up, do 
you not perceive it? I am making a way in the 

wilderness and streams in the wasteland.” 
Isaiah 43:19

Announcements

Prayerfully consider how you can be a part of what 
God is doing in and through Tennessee missions.

OCC Shoebox Donation Information 
We need your help to share God’s love to children 
around the world. How you can help:  

• Pack your own box - Shoeboxes and information 
can be found in the Welcome Center and at the top 
of the center staircase and returned to the church 
by Sunday, November 13.  

• Donate - Monetary donations can be made to the 
church designated for OCC Shoeboxes to help pay 
shipping and/or purchase items for the Shoebox 
Packing Party. 

• Attend Church Packing Party - Friday, November 4. 

Preschool & Children’s Choir Volunteers Needed 
We are in need of more adult volunteers to sit in the 
room during First Kids Worship and Children’s Choir on 
Wednesday evenings from 5:30-6:30 PM. No advance 
preparation or special skills required. Please contact 
Chris Headley to volunteer in this ministry. 

Youth Choir & Adult Handbells 
Sunday afternoon rehearsals will resume in September 
beginning on the 3rd and 4th Sundays.  Check the 
weekly worship guide for details. 

Musical Guests 
Carson-Newman University’s A Capella Choir will be our 
special guests in the morning worship service on 
October 2. 
 
Laura Story in Concert 
Contemporary Christian Grammy and Dove Award 
winning Artist, Laura Story (Blessings, O Love of God, 
Indescribable)   is coming to First Baptist Dandridge on 
Saturday, December 3. Proceeds from the concert will 
support the Jefferson County Baptist Association and 
our Hispanic Church Plant.  Choirs from First Baptist 
Church Dandridge and Lakeway 
Christian Schools will sing 
backup to Laura as she sings her 
Christmas album as well as her 
m o s t f a m o u s s o n g , 
“Blessings.”  Prepare to join us 
for this incredible night of 
worship!

mailto:lavignekirkpatrick@gmail.com


 

Children’s Bible Drill 
These groups meet at 4:30 PM on Sunday’s. Grades K-2 
are meeting in Room 219 and Grades 3-6 are meeting 
in Room 207 (Library). 

Wednesday Evening Schedule 
4:45 Fellowship Dinner 
5:30 Nursery/Preschool — Rm 219 
5:30 First Kids Worship — Rm 216 (5:30) 
 - Children’s Choir (6:00) 
 - Missions - RAs - Rm 227, GAs - 3rd Floor (6:30) 
 - Dismissal — Room 216 (7:10)

Children’s MinistrySeptember Birthdays

Student Ministry

New Members

5th Quarter  
Join us after the JCHS/Lakeway football game (around 
10 PM) on Friday, September 16 for food, games and 
fellowship in the FBCD Student Ministry Area. The 
event is free and will be over at midnight. Call the 
Church Office for more information. 
 

Jim Parks 
8/14/2022

Jim Thompson & Junehee Kwon, 
Grace Thompson 

8/21/2022

Lloyd & Paula Phillips 
8/28/2022

David & Kathy Paul 
8/28/2022

If you would like a copy of the 
September birthdays, please contact 
the Church Office at 865-397-3940.



Sunday School Report 
Average Attendance 

 July  2022 YTD 
Preschool 16 19 
Children 26 33 
Youth 24 25 
Adult 180 201 
Offsite 0 0 
Overall average 246 278

Financial Report 
   July  2022  YTD 
Budget Fund Goal $120,025.00 $744,155.00 

Budget Receipts $157,206.65 $806,909.81  
Building Fund Receipts 3,613.00 22,883.00 
Designated Receipts 22,125.97 124,645.48 
Total Receipts $182,945.62 $954,438.29

951 Hwy 92 S - PO Box 246 
 Dandridge, TN 37725

Current Resident or

General Information
Ministerial Staff: 
Dr. Justin Terrell, jterrell@fbcdt.org 
     Senior Pastor 
Rev. Cory Hammett, chammett@fbcdt.org 
     Assoc. Pastor of Spiritual Growth & Missions 
Dr. Chris Headley, cheadley@fbcdt.org 
      Assoc. Pastor of Worship & Music 
students@fbcdt.org 
     Assoc. Pastor to Students 
children@fbcdt.org 
 Director of Children’s Ministries 

Support Staff: 
Lauren Opeil, lopeil@fbcdt.org 
     Ministry Assistant 
Alicia Linsley, alinsley@fbcdt.org 
     Ministry Assistant 
Diane Marshall, dmarshall@fbcdt.org 
     Church Accountant 
Caine Jones, Maintenance & Grounds Manager 
Jody Tatum, Custodian/Maintenance  
Donna McDonald, Chef/Food Services 
Kristel Headley & Michelle Johnson, Pianists 
Jerry Price, Organist 

Church Office: (865) 397-3940

Ladies’ Bible Study 
Two sessions to choose 

from: 
Sundays, 5:00 PM 

September 25-November 6 
Tuesdays, 9:45 AM 

September 27-November 8 
 

**************** 
Cost for the study guide: $15 

Meet in Room 216 
Sign up in the Welcome 

Center or call the 
 Church Office


