
 

One of the most popular topics among believers is 
spiritual growth. It’s often emphasized in sermons, 
small group meetings, and personal devotional 
materials. We find it presented as the theme of 
countless conferences, ministry events, and 
retreats. Each year, hundreds of books, articles, and 
blogs are written to help people learn how to grow 
in their relationship with God.  

 Why is this topic so widespread? For the simple 
reason that God has called every believer to grow 
deeper in their relationship with him. In 2 Peter 
3:18, the apostle commands all believers to “grow 
in grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.” In other words, after we initially trust 
Jesus to save us and he sets us free from sin and 
death, giving us spiritual life, we begin a process of 
exchanging our worldly life for a godly life. And 
such spiritual growth continues to change every 
aspect of who we are – heart, mind, actions, and 
relationships. It includes learning more about God, 
increasing in our love, trust, and obedience, the 
desire to make more godly decisions and keep 
spiritual priorities, the removal of idols and sinful 
desires, the ability to be less anxious and fearful, 
and an eagerness to tell people about Jesus and 
help them grow in their walk with the Lord. Overall, 
spiritual growth is shedding our old sinful flesh and 
becoming more like Jesus – and this is a process 
that continues until we enter heaven.  

 However, while many people know what spiritual 
growth looks like, they often have different ideas or 
questions about how to experience it. Recently, in 
our Wednesday study of Dane Ortlund’s new book, 
Deeper: Real Change for Real Sinners, I found a 
helpful guide for understanding how true spiritual 
growth takes place. He references four different 
views based on the work of Jerry Bridges, and most 
of us – rightly or wrongly – understand spiritual 
growth in one of these ways.  

• God Then Me –  The understanding that while 
God did everything to save me by his grace 
through Christ, it’s totally up to me to continue 
becoming more like Jesus. In other words, 
“personal faith is what gets me in, but personal 
effort is what moves me along.” However, 

Scripture teaches that God is a part of the process 
until the end.  

• God Not Me –  The idea that not only did God 
save me without my effort, but he grows me 
without my effort. Ortlund notes, “It’s a ‘let go and 
let God’ mindset that treats our human agency as 
passive, as if we can only wait for God to act upon 
us.” While God surely helps us grow, the Bible 
teaches that we have personal responsibilities to 
support our growth.   

• God Plus Me –  The concept that our spiritual 
growth is a joint effort with God – he works and 
we work. While this understanding may sound 
closer to the truth, it wrongly assumes that we 
have the personal power in ourselves to do our 
part, which can be deceiving.   

• God In Me –  This view best captures what the 
Bible teaches. It’s the understanding that “God 
does everything to save me, and then by his Holy 
Spirit, he unites me spiritually to his Son,” who 
gives me the desire and strength to do my part to 
grow spiritually. So, yes, we do have a part, but 
our part is only possibly through the power of 
Christ flowing into us, which is a result of being 
united to him through faith. Paul captures this 
truth in Colossians 1:29, “For this I toil, struggling 
with all his energy that he powerfully works within 
me.”   

Therefore, true spiritual growth only happens 
through our connection to Christ by faith, which 
gives us the desire and strength to grow spiritually. 
Is your spiritual life stagnant? Do you sense the 
need to grow? Ask Jesus to help you. Draw near to 
him. Put him first in your life. Spiritual growth will 
soon follow. 

Soli Deo Gloria! 

Pastor Justin   

July /// 2022
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  Music Conference 
FBC Dandridge will host the East Tennessee TBMB 
Worship Summit on Saturday, August 13 with 
registration beginning at 9:00 AM. Cost for FBCD 
members is covered and lunch is included.  Register on 
the website or contact Chris in the Church Office.

    

 

Sunday School Material 
Adult Sunday School curriculum for the summer quarter 
can be picked up in the hallway near the Church Office. 

Behold Women’s Conference 
Online registration is now open at www.fbcdt.org for 
the Behold Women’s Conference at Carson Springs on 
Friday & Saturday, August 26-27. Pick up a flyer in the 
Welcome Center or Church Office for full details.  

Church-wide Fish Fry 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, July 17 at 5:30 PM for 
our Fellowship Fish Fry and homemade ice cream 
competition. Call the Church Office or use the tear-off in 
the Sunday bulletin to sign up by Wednesday, July 13. 
Donations accepted at the event. 

Women’s Prayer Meeting 
You are invited to join us in a focused time of prayer the 
second Sunday of every month in Room 216. Our next 
meeting is on July 10 at 4:30 PM. For more information, 
contact Lavigne Kirkpatrick at 239-595-0196 or 
lavignekirkpatrick@gmail.com . 

Hispanic Ministry Opportunity 
Our Hispanic Church Plant Team is planning some 
outreach events for the month of July. We will be 
hosting a Soccer Clinic/Family Cook Out on Friday July 
22 at 5:00 pm and a Backyard Bible Club on July 24-26 
at 6:30 pm. We need help with each of these events. 
There will also be two nights of distributing flyers on 
July 12 & July 19 at 5:00 pm at the JCBA building. To 
volunteer or to get more information please contact 
C o r y H a m m e t t a t c h a m m e t t @ f b c d t . o r g o r 
865-397-3940.

Welcome New Members

Brian & Mary 
McDonald 
6/5/2022

Ray & Pam 
Clement 

6/19/2022

Darrell 
Cummings 
6/19/2022

Jamie Hodgson 
Cooper, (Crosby) 

6/19/2022

Jade 
Terrell 

6/19/2022

Announcements Music Ministry

Audio Visual Volunteer Training 
For current team members and anyone interested in 
volunteering, there is an AV training session at the 
TBMB’s Worship Summit (listed above), on Saturday, 
August 13th. The church will cover the cost of the 
training. Register on the church website or call Chris in 
the Church Office.

http://www.fbcdt.org
mailto:lavignekirkpatrick@gmail.com
mailto:chammett@fbcdt.org


 

Thank You 
A big thank you to everyone who helped in VBS and/or 
donated supplies and snacks.  We appreciate you! 

Children’s Sunday School 
Continuing our road trip through the Bible, we’ll be 
looking at the books of Hosea - Malachi this month. 
Join us at 9:15 AM on Sunday mornings. 

BLAST 
BLAST meets on Wednesday at 5:30 PM and is for 
children who have completed Kindergarten - 6th grade. 
This year’s theme is Battle Ready!  
 
Please note the following location changes for the 
month of July:       
 July 6         Pavilion 
July 13        Room 216 
July 20         Pavilion 
July 27        Room 216 
August 3     Pavilion (Splash Down) 

When meeting at the Pavilion, please dress children for 
messy/wet activities. 

Music & Missions Kickoff 
Plan to join us on Wednesday, August 10 beginning at 
5:30 PM for this fun-filled event to begin the new 
school year of Children’s Ministry Wednesday evening 
activities. We will meet at the Pavilion for food, games, 
inflatables and more! Watch for more details in the 
coming weeks.

Children’s MinistryJuly Birthdays

Tribes Lock-in 
Youth Tribes will be having a lock-in beginning Friday, 
August 5 at 7:00 PM - 7:00 AM Saturday, August 6. 
Cost will be $30 per person. Any youth that have 
attended at least 2 Tribe events this summer are 
invited to attend. The winning Tribe will attend for 
free. We will be going to Lazerport Fun Center in 
Pigeon Forge for a small portion of the night.

Student Ministry

If you want the list of July 
birthdays, contact the Church 
Office at 865-397-3940.



Sunday School Report 
Average Attendance 

 May  2022 YTD 
Preschool 20 20 
Children 34 34 
Youth 26 25 
Adult 184 197 
Offsite 0 0 
Overall average 265 276

Financial Report 
   May  2022  YTD 
Budget Fund Goal $120,025.00 $528,110.00 

Budget Receipts $148,821.85 $552,249.65  
Building Fund Receipts 3,193.00 16,580.00 
Designated Receipts 11,087.54 88,098.67 
Total Receipts $163,102.39 $656,928.32

951 Hwy 92 S - PO Box 246 
 Dandridge, TN 37725

Current Resident or

General Information
Ministerial Staff: 
Dr. Justin Terrell, jterrell@fbcdt.org 
     Senior Pastor 
Rev. Cory Hammett, chammett@fbcdt.org 
     Assoc. Pastor of Spiritual Growth & Missions 
Dr. Chris Headley, cheadley@fbcdt.org 
      Assoc. Pastor of Worship & Music 
Rev. Andy Henard, ahenard@fbcdt.org 
     Assoc. Pastor to Students 
Shelly Mowery, smowery@fbcdt.org 
 Director of Children’s Ministries 

Support Staff: 
Lauren Opeil, lopeil@fbcdt.org 
     Ministry Assistant 
Alicia Linsley, alinsley@fbcdt.org 
     Ministry Assistant 
Diane Marshall, dmarshall@fbcdt.org 
     Church Accountant 
Caine Jones, Maintenance & Grounds Manager 
Jody Tatum, Custodian/Maintenance  
Tom Hewling, Chef/Food Services 
Kristel Headley & Michelle Johnson, Pianists 
Jerry Price, Organist 

Church Office: (865) 397-3940

Upcoming Event! 

Laura Story in 
Concert at FBCD 
Mark your calendars 
now for our annual 
Christmas worship 
concert, this year 

featuring the FBCD 
Choir and Orchestra 

together with 
Contemporary Christian 

Artist Laura Story, on 
Saturday, December 3rd 

at 7:00 PM.


