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There are multiple ways 
to make sure that we can 
continue to worship the 
Lord and serve our 
community during this 
time: 

1. Give Online by Using 
Our Online Giving 
Page 

2. Text GIVEFBC to 
73256 and Follow the 
Instructions 

3. Mail Your Offering to 
Our Office 
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FIRST THOUGHTS 
The Powerful Ministry of Encouragement

Dear Church Family,  

With Thanksgiving Day approaching later this 
month, I think all of us have many things to be 
thankful for. As I look back over the past twenty 
months of the Covid-19 crisis, it’s so clear to see that 
God has blessed our church beyond measure. It’s 
been nothing short of miraculous to see how God 
has protected us, provided for us, and powerfully 
used us during these difficult times. However, one of 
the things I’m most thankful for is the amount of 
support and encouragement you have given me and 
our staff during this difficult trial. God has used so 
many of your kind words, cards, visits, gifts, and 
other means to help us serve the church during 
these troubling days. Looking back, it’s a great 
reminder of how important encouragement is for 
anyone dealing with the pressures and uncertainties 
of life.  
Few things in life are more debilitating than 
discouragement. The devil knows that if he can rob 
your heart of confidence and joy, you will be much 
weaker in your walk with Christ and less effective as 
a servant. And there are countless ways we can 
become discouraged as believers. Have you had 
those moments when you felt like your efforts were 
going nowhere? Moments you feel like giving up 
because you see a lack of results, especially when 
others may be succeeding? Do you feel 
underappreciated and unnoticed? Have you been 
overcome with weakness and anxiety as you replay 
the sharp voices of criticism from others? Sometimes 
discouragement comes when we look at what’s 
going on in our nation, or what’s going on in our 
lives. However it comes, discouragement is a 
powerful tool in the hands of the enemy because it 
immobilizes our hearts from wanting to try again.  
B e c a u s e o f h o w c o m m o n a n d d r a i n i n g 
discouragement can be, the Bible calls us to 
encourage one another on a regular basis. In the 
original language, the word “encourage” is 
translated from a Greek word that literally means “to 
call alongside.” This word was used in ancient times 
when a military regiment had lost heart on the 
battlefield, and a general would send a leader to call 
out to the men and build up their confidence, 

helping them to continue fighting and moving 
ahead. So, Paul is saying that when the enemy or 
the circumstances of life discourages believers, 
other believers should come alongside and look for 
ways to encourage the one struggling to continue 
moving ahead. We see an example of this in Acts 
14:22, when Paul and Barnabas return to the church 
at Antioch, “strengthening the souls of the disciples, 
encouraging them to continue in the faith.” It 
appears that those in Antioch were burdened or 
discouraged, and were in danger of becoming 
unfaithful. However, Paul and Barnabas brought 
t h e m g re a t s t r e n g t h t h ro u g h w o rd s o f 
encouragement.  
Garrett Kell said, “In one sense, encouragement is 
like oxygen in the life of a church. It keeps hearts 
beating, minds clear, and hands inspired to serve.” 
How many of you would make a commitment to 
encourage at least one person each day? Would you 
pray for God to help you become a better 
encourager, and help you identify people in your life 
that need encouragement? Paul writes in 1 
Thessalonians 5:11, “Therefore, encourage one 
another and build one another up.” As we continue 
to deal with the remaining effects of the Covid-19 
crisis – and everything else going on in the world! –
let’s find ways to encourage each other as a church 
in the days ahead, so the enemy and our flesh will 
not hinder us from being faithful servants of Christ.  

Soli Deo Gloria! 

Pastor Justin  



    

Middle School Students 
YOKE is an after school program for students in 6th - 8th 
grades that meets once a week in local schools and is 
designed “to help them discover their identity and purpose 
in Christ. Clubs are facilitated by trained college students 
(called “Yoke folk”) and consist of games, silly songs, and 
skits designed to meet the physical, social, and spiritual 
needs of middle school students. Each club ends with a 
brief and relevant life lesson from the Bible.” Due to COVID 
restrictions in the schools, YOKE is meeting here at FBC 
Dandridge on Thursdays, from 6:30 - 7:30 PM. If interested, 
Contact Pastor Andy for more information. 

CNU Wind Ensemble Concert 
This year’s concert will be on Thursday, November 18 at 
7:30 PM. The event is open to the public and free of 
charge.  

Community Ministry Opportunity 
The Appalachian Outreach Coats for the Cold event is on 
Thursday, December 2. This year FBC is collecting two 
items for this event, 110v heaters and new blankets. You 
can drop these items off at the Church Office or in the 
Welcome Center by Sunday, November 28. 

Schedule and Church Office Closed  
The fellowship dinner and all activities will be canceled on 
Wednesday, November 24 and the Church Office will be 
closed Thursday and Friday, November 25 & 26 for 
Thanksgiving. 

Hanging of the Green 
This special time of preparing the church sanctuary for the 
Christmas holidays will be on November 28, the first 
Sunday of Advent. We will incorporate aspects of our 
Hanging of the Green service into our morning worship as 
we prepare our hearts and minds to celebrate the coming 
of Christ.

OCC Shoebox Updates 
Our annual Packing Party will be on Friday, November 5 at 
10:00 AM and then again at 6:00 PM. Boxes and packing 
guides are available in the Welcome Center and at the top 
of the center staircase. Monetary donations can be made at 
any time to help cover the cost of filling boxes and 
shipping. To fill a box online, go to the church website 
(www.fbcdt.org) or Realm and follow the links. You MUST 
use these links for our church to receive credit towards our 
goal. 

“When boxes are shipped overseas, local believers share 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ with children as they distribute 
them. As a result, families are reached, new churches are 
started and communities are transformed.  It all begins with 
you.” Please help us reach our goal of 800 boxes and send 
“Good News and Great Joy” to children around the world!  

WMU Baptist Women’s Day of Prayer 
Join us at New Market Baptist Church on Monday, 
November 1 at 6:00 PM for dinner and the service to 
follow at 7:00 PM. A representative from Isaiah 117 House 
will be the guest speaker and an offering will be taken at 
the end of the service to benefit their newest location here 
in Jefferson County. 

Church Directory  
The last dates for photography sittings for the Church 
Directory are November 4, 5, 6. If you did not sign up or 
receive a phone call from a member of the Church 
Directory Team to schedule your appointment, please 
contact the church office and ask to speak with Lauren. We 
also need volunteers to help check people in on those 
dates and you can contact the church office to volunteer. 

Women on Mission 
Our next meeting will be Sunday, November 14 at 5:00 PM 
in the Fellowship Hall. Join us for refreshments, fellowship, 
Bible study, and focused prayer time. Laura Trahan will 
share about her recent medical mission trip. Ladies of all 
ages are invited! 
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Children’s Ministry
Extended Session 
There is still an URGENT need for more volunteers in order 
to resume Extended Session. These classes are for children 
age two through Kindergarten who meet during the morning 
worship service. Our goal is to have enough workers so that 
everyone would serve only once every two or three months. 
All materials & supplies are provided. Please contact Miss 
Shelly for more information. 

Sunday School 
The theme for Children’s Sunday School this month is 
“Harvest of Love: Showing God’s Love to Others.” Invite a 
friend and join us on Sundays from 9:15 - 10:15 AM. 
 
Advent Bags 
Miss Shelly will have bags with devotionals, activities, games, 
crafts and treats for the Advent Season available on Sunday, 
November 28 in the Welcome Center. Please contact the 
church office or Miss Shelly by Sunday, November 21 to 
reserve a bag for your family. 

Advent Event 
Mark your calendars to join us on Friday, December 10 at 
6:00 PM for our Advent Event, a family “Gingerbread Bash!”  
This will be an evening of food, crafts, games and fun!  
Watch for more details in the coming weeks.  

Welcome New Members

Steve Nicely 
10/3/2021

If you would like a copy of the 
November birthday list, please contact 
the church office at 865-397-3940.



Sunday School Report 
Average Attendance 

 September  2021 YTD 
Preschool 15 11 
Children 27 17 
Youth 24 19 
Adult 178 176 
Offsite 0 0 
Overall average 244 223

Financial Report 
   September  2021  YTD 
Budget Fund Goal $92,632.08 $903,162.74 

Budget Receipts $96,100.87 $934,439.76  
Building Fund Receipts 4,575.00 61,160.00 
Designated Receipts 24,845.61 189,217.59 
Total Receipts $125,521.48 $1,184,817.35

951 Hwy 92 S - PO Box 246 
 Dandridge, TN 37725

Current Resident or

General Information
Ministerial Staff: 
Dr. Justin Terrell, jterrell@fbcdt.org 
     Senior Pastor 
Rev. Cory Hammett, chammett@fbcdt.org 
     Assoc. Pastor of Spiritual Growth & Missions 
Dr. Chris Headley, cheadley@fbcdt.org 
      Assoc. Pastor of Worship & Music 
Rev. Andy Henard, ahenard@fbcdt.org 
     Assoc. Pastor to Students 
Shelly Mowery, smowery@fbcdt.org 
 Director of Children’s Ministries 

Support Staff: 
Lauren Opeil, lopeil@fbcdt.org 
     Ministry Assistant 
Alicia Linsley, alinsley@fbcdt.org 
     Ministry Assistant 
Diane Marshall, dmarshall@fbcdt.org 
     Church Accountant 
Caine Jones, Maintenance & Grounds Manager 
Jody Tatum, Custodian/Maintenance  
Tom Hewling, Chef/Food Services 
Kristel Headley & Michelle Johnson, Pianists 
Jerry Price, Organist 

Church Office: (865) 397-3940


