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Instructions 
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Our Office 
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FIRST THOUGHTS 
The Assurance of Spiritual Growth

Dear Church Family,  

When my brother and I were growing up, my mother 
would ask us to stand next to the pantry door so she 
could measure our heights by placing a small mark 
on the door frame, along with the date. After a year 
or so, she would ask us to come back to the door 
and be measured again. To our amazement, we 
were a few inches taller! We did this throughout our 
childhood, and it was amazing to see how much 
taller we grew over the course of several years. For a 
child, vertical growth is a sign of good physical 
health. Such growth is what’s expected if our bodies 
are healthy and functioning well.  

The same is true when it comes to spiritual growth. If 
we have received new life in Christ, we should 
notice an upward trend in our spiritual walk with the 
Lord. Theologians call this “sanctification,” which is 
the act of the Holy Spirit further separating us from 
the world and conforming us to the image of Christ. 
And while every believer experiences growth and 
maturity at different rates – every believer will grow 
– which is the message that John gives us in 1 John 
2:12-14.  

Some have read these verses and question why 
John would write to different age groups within the 
church. However, after careful study, we understand 
that he’s not writing to different age groups, but to 
different levels of spiritual maturity. In other words, 
John is showing us different “marks on the wall,” 
different stages of spiritual growth. He does this for 
two reasons: (1) Spiritual growth is evidence that a 
person has truly been saved; (2) He wants believers 
to measure themselves according to these different 
levels to see if progress has been made. So, what do 
these stages look like?  

•Children: Forgiven and Committed (2:12, 13) – In 
this first stage, John explains that as “children,” 
those who have been reborn in the Spirit and 
adopted into the family of God, we experience 
complete forgiveness of sins and a new 
personal commitment to Christ. This stage is 
first, because no matter how hard a person tries 
to please God, they must first become a “child” 

of God through faith in Jesus. This stage is 
where spiritual growth begins. If we don’t begin 
by coming to Christ, we will never experience 
true spiritual growth and we remain lost in our 
sins.  

•Young Men: Overcoming the Evil One (2:13, 14) –
 In this second stage, the apostle details that as 
one becomes more mature in Christ, they will 
notice a greater resistance to the attacks and 
lies of the devil. This doesn’t mean that one will 
reach a point of spiritual maturity where they 
are no longer tempted (quite the opposite), but 
it does mean that they will not lose as many 
battles as they once did. Believers in this stage 
find themselves more obedient to Christ and 
more willing to listen to God’s Word.  

•Fathers: Close Fellowship with God (2:13, 14) – In 
this third and final stage, John shows us a 
picture of a mature follower of Christ, one who 
has very close fellowship with God. These 
believers have followed Christ for several years 
– learning how to trust God through the trials 
and difficulties of life, receiving and obeying 
instruction through the Word, learning to love 
and forgive, applying years of wisdom and 
knowledge, giving themselves through service 
and sacrifice, and being eager to help others 
understand the gospel. While these believers 
do not live perfectly, they have grown in 
faithfulness, which is the goal of all believers 
this side of heaven.  

God has called each of us to grow in our walk with 
him. I hope you are seeing such growth in your life. 
In this month’s Messenger, you will see several 
ministries that are aimed to help you grow. Always 
let me know how I can help!  

Soli Deo Gloria! 
Pastor Justin  
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Women on Mission 
Our next meeting will be Sunday, October 24 at 5:00 PM in 
the Fellowship Hall. Join us for refreshments, fellowship, 
Bible study, and focused prayer time. Our guest speaker 
will share insight from the Boston Mission Trip. Ladies of all 
ages are invited!  

Church Directory  
Photography sittings will be on Thursday - Saturday, 
October 21, 22, 23 and Thursday - Saturday, November 4, 
5, 6. If you did not sign up, you should receive a phone call 
from a member of the Church Directory Team to schedule 
your appointment. If you do not receive a call, please 
contact Color Craft to schedule your appointment at 
1-800-638-9107, as they are the only ones who can make 
appointments at this time. 

LOC Resources - Walk for Life 
The 21st annual Walk for Life will be on Saturday, October 
23 at Wayne Hansard Park, Morristown. Registration begins 
at 8:30 AM, walk begins at 9:00 AM. “Your support helps 
provide accurate information and compassionate assistance 
to hundreds of men, women, and students every year.  We 
offer comprehensive, positive alternatives to abortion.” Visit 
www.lifeoutreachcenter.net for more information. 

OCC Shoebox Updates 
Boxes and packing guides are now available in the 
Welcome Center and at the top of the center staircase.  
Monetary donations can be made at any time to help cover 
the cost of filling boxes and shipping. To fill a box online so 
our church can receive credit towards our goal, go to the 
church website (www.fbcdt.org) or Realm and follow the 
links. Our annual Packing Party will be on Friday, 
November 5 at 10:00 AM and then again at 5:30 PM. 

 

“When boxes are shipped overseas, local believers share 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ with children as they distribute 
them. As a result, families are reached, new churches are 
started and communities are transformed.  It all begins with 
you.” Please help us reach our goal of 800 boxes and send 
“Good News and Great Joy” to children around the world!

Trunk or Treat 
Our drive-thru Trunk or Treat will take place in the large 
parking lot to the right of the Educational Building. We will 
have tents with decorated tables lined up so that traffic can 
run along both sides. Volunteers will hand out pre-filled 
bags of candy, activities, church brochures, and an 
evangelistic tract. This allows us to maintain our current 
health and safety guidelines while still offering a safe and 
fun trick-or-treating alternative for our community. There will 
also be volunteers offering to pray for families as they come 
through. Because we are pre-filling the treat bags, we will 
need LOTS and LOTS of candy donations and volunteers 
who can help fill the bags on Wednesday, October 27 
beginning at 10:30 AM. Other help is needed in the 
following areas:  
   — Traffic Flow 
   — Security 
   — Prayer/Passing Out Treat Bags Tent 
   — Setup and Cleanup 
Candy donations can be dropped off in the bins outside the 
Sanctuary or at the Church Office and need to be turned in 
by Monday, October 25. To volunteer or for more 
information, email Miss Shelly, smowery@fbcdt.org. 

Wednesday Night Activities  
Due to Fall Break, no Wednesday night dinner or children’s 
activities on October 13. 

Golf Scramble 
October 16 at 4:30 PM at Patriot Hills. Contact Mark Dill 
for more details, 865-654-5081. 
 
September Golf Scramble results  
1st Place Tie - Rick Bowlin, Bob Martin, Tammy Bowlin, and  
 Kay Martin 
1st Place on Scorecard - Michael Hamilton, Don Hallock, 
 Alan Craddock, and Jan Hallock 
Closest to the Pin - Judy Clark and Todd Kesterson 
Longest Drive - Tammy Bowlin and Stephen Marcus 
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October Birthdays

 

Children’s Ministry
Extended Session 
There is still an URGENT need for more volunteers in order 
to resume Extended Session. These classes are for children 
age two through Kindergarten who meet during the morning 
worship service. Our goal is to have enough workers so that 
everyone would serve only once every two or three months. 
All materials & supplies are provided. Please contact Miss 
Shelly for more information. 

Sunday School 
The theme for Children’s Sunday School this month is 
“Campfire Stories: Stories About our Amazing God!” Invite a 
friend and join us on Sundays from 9:15 - 10:15 AM. 

Children’s Choir 
Our Children’s Choir will be singing in the worship service on 
Sunday, October 3.   

RA Sailboat Races 
Wednesday, October 6 is the date for the RA sailboat races. 
Meet at the Pavilion at 5:30 PM. 
 
Schedule Change 
There will be no Children’s activities or Fellowship Supper on 
Wednesday, October 13 due to Fall Break for local schools.

Sara Ivens, (Brad) 
Ava & Anthony Sanchez 

(Chelsea Lee) 
9/19/2021

Welcome New Members

Keith & Michael Hughes 
9/5/2021

Rebecca & John McCammon 
9/5/2021

Phyllis Gower 
9/12/2021

Nathan & Debbie Livingston 
9/26/2021

If you would like the October birthday 
list, please contact the church office.



Sunday School Report 
Average Attendance 

 August  2021 YTD 
Preschool 18 11 
Children 32 16 
Youth 21 19 
Adult 183 180 
Offsite 0 0 
Overall average 254 227

Financial Report 
   August  2021  YTD 
Budget Fund Goal $115,790.10 $810,530.66 

Budget Receipts $110,404.50 $838,338.89  
Building Fund Receipts 6,988.00 56,585.00 
Designated Receipts 9,654.48 164,371.98 
Total Receipts $127,046.98 $1,059,295.87

951 Hwy 92 S - PO Box 246 
 Dandridge, TN 37725

Current Resident or

General Information
Ministerial Staff: 
Dr. Justin Terrell, jterrell@fbcdt.org 
     Senior Pastor 
Rev. Cory Hammett, chammett@fbcdt.org 
     Assoc. Pastor of Spiritual Growth & Missions 
Dr. Chris Headley, cheadley@fbcdt.org 
      Assoc. Pastor of Worship & Music 
Rev. Andy Henard, ahenard@fbcdt.org 
     Assoc. Pastor to Students 
Shelly Mowery, smowery@fbcdt.org 
 Director of Children’s Ministries 

Support Staff: 
Lauren Opeil, lopeil@fbcdt.org 
     Ministry Assistant 
Alicia Linsley, alinsley@fbcdt.org 
     Ministry Assistant 
Diane Marshall, dmarshall@fbcdt.org 
     Church Accountant 
Caine Jones, Maintenance & Grounds Manager 
Jody Tatum, Custodian/Maintenance  
Tom Hewling, Chef/Food Services 
Kristel Headley & Michelle Johnson, Pianists 
Jerry Price, Organist 

Church Office: (865) 397-3940


