
 1 

A Theology of Church Membership 
God’s People Working Together for God’s Glory 

 
First Baptist Church Dandridge 

Dr. Justin Terrell 
Jterrell@fbcdt.org 

 
Working Together: Giving 

 
Introduction 
 
 One of the ways a church works together to glorify God and advance the gospel is through 
sacrificial giving. The Bible teaches that God is the ultimate Giver, blessing the world through grace and 
mercy, providing for countless needs, gifting people with resources and skills – all for the purpose of 
fulfilling his will and returning glory to himself. God not only gifted believers with grace by providing 
Christ as a substitute, sending Jesus into the world on mission to accomplish his will. Therefore, as 
church members follow Christ together, we should be people who give.  
 

1. Giving is Demonstrated by God: There’s no question that God is the ultimate Giver. The Bible 
speaks of God’s generosity and grace perhaps more than any other topic. It’s been said, “You can’t 
outgive God,” meaning that no matter how much we give or sacrifice, God will always give more 
in return. Notice how Scripture describes God’s generosity.  
 
a. Eternal Gifts 

 
• John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 

in him should not perish but have eternal life.” 
 

• 2 Corinthians 9:15 – “Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift” (i.e., sending Christ) 
 
• Mark 10:45 – “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his 

life as a ransom for many.” 
 

b. Earthly Gifts 
 
• Matthew 5:45 – “For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on 

the just and on the unjust.” (God’s “common grace”)  
 

• James 1:17 – “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 
Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.”  

 
• 2 Corinthians 9:10 – “He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply 

and multiply your seed for sowing and increasing the harvest of your righteousness.”  
 

 



 2 

2. Giving is Demanded by God: One of the biblical principles surrounding God’s generosity and 
grace is that he desires believers to manage his gifts wisely and return a portion for his glory. This 
principle is known as “stewardship” (Oikonomia; lit. “house law;” or managing, ruling over a 
house), and it technically describes the job of managing, supervising, or taking care of something. 
According to John Hammett, the word “oikonomos” refers to a “steward of God,” which “was used 
of the servant in a household who managed affairs on behalf of the master (Luke 12:42) …a 
position of considerable trust…the key requirement of a good steward is faithfulness to the master 
(1 Cor. 4:2).” In biblical terms, it refers to each church member’s duty to manage and utilize 
God’s gifts for his glory and mission.  
 
a. God Calls Church Members to Give: The topic of giving has been a thorny issue for 

centuries. Fleshly tendencies like personal greed and unbelief have led many people to give 
sparingly, if at all.  According to research, the average church member only gives 2.3% of his 
or her income to the local church ($26/week), which is 1% less than believers gave during the 
Great Depression. In the annual “State of the Plate” survey, conducted by Pew Research, 60% 
of church have noticed flat or decreased giving since 2015. Someone once said, “The way 
some people give, you would think the church was coin-operated.” But being generous is not a 
choice, it’s a requirement from God.  

 
• Luke 19:11-27 – The Parable of the Ten Minas (cf. Matt. 25:14-30, Parables of the 

Talents). “When he returned, having received the kingdom, he ordered these servants to 
whom he had given the money to be called to him, that he might know what that had gained 
by doing business” (19:16).  
 

• Exodus 23:19 – “The best of the firstfruits of your ground you shall bring into the house of 
the LORD your God.” 

 
• Malachi 3:8–10 – “Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have 

we robbed you?’ In your tithes and contributions. You are cursed with a curse, for you are 
robbing me, the whole nation of you. Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may 
be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not 
open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no 
more need.” 

 
• Proverbs 3:9-10 – “Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the first fruits of all your 

produce; then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with 
wine.”  

 
• 2 Corinthians 9:6 – “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 

and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.” 
 

b. God Utilizes the Gifts of Church Members to Accomplish His Will: God has ordained that 
some of His work in the world be accomplished through the means of human offerings, which 
in turn brings glory to Him. Such offerings support the ministries of the church, the work of 
pastors and missionaries, and care for those in need.  
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• 2 Corinthians 9:11-14 – “You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, 
which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. For the ministry of this service is not 
only supplying the needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to 
God. By their approval of this service, they will glorify God because of your submission 
that comes from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your 
contribution for them and for all others, while they long for you and pray for you, because 
of the surpassing grace of God upon you.” 

 
• 1 Corinthians 9:9, 14 – “For it is written in the Law of Moses, ‘You shall not muzzle an ox 

when it treads out the grain’…. In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who 
proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel.” 

 
• 1 Corinthians 16:5–6 – “I will visit you after passing through Macedonia, for I intend to 

pass through Macedonia, and perhaps I will stay with you or even spend the winter, so that 
you may help me on my journey, wherever I go.” (The word “help” can also be translated as 
“equip,” which includes various resources: money, supplies, names of contacts for 
hospitality and protection).   

 
• 3 John 5-8 – “Beloved, it is a faithful thing you do in all your efforts for these brothers, 

strangers as they are, who testified to your love before the church. You will do well to send 
them on their journey in a manner worthy of God. For they have gone out for the sake of 
the name, accepting nothing from the Gentiles. Therefore, we ought to support people like 
these, that we may be fellow workers for the truth.” 

 
• Hebrews 13:16 – “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 

sacrifices are pleasing to God.”  
 
• Cooperative Program: Around 10% of our church offers are sent to the Tennessee Baptist 

Mission Board, which supports the ministries of our state convention, colleges, and other 
entities. The TBMB passes 47% of our offers to the SBC Cooperative Program (CP), which 
funds our missionaries (IMB, NAMB), seminaries, and agencies. Much more ministry 
work can get accomplished when we partner with other churches in our convention.  

 
c. God Blesses Church Members Who Give 

 
• Malachi 3:10 – “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my 

house. And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows 
of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need.” 
 

• Luke 6:38 – “Give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be 
measured back to you.” 

 
3. Giving is Directed by God   

 



 4 

a. Give Worshipfully: God is most glorified in our giving when it comes from a heart of 
worship. Our giving should be an act of worship, where our hearts are filled with joy as we 
contribute to the Lord’s work.  
 
• 1 Corinthians 16:2 – “On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside 

and store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come.” 
 

• 2 Corinthians 8:1–5 – “We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has 
been given among the churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their 
abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on 
their part. For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their 
means, of their own accord, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of 
the saints—and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then 
by the will of God to us.” 

 
b. Give Generously: God expects church members to give according to how much He has given 

to each. The Old Testament requires a tithe (10%) and additional offerings for festivals and 
charities (10-20%). However, the New Testament never mentions a specific amount, but only 
in accordance with how one has been blessed and according to the heart.  
 
• 2 Corinthians 8:12–14 – “For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable according to what 

a person has, not according to what he does not have. For I do not mean that others should 
be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of fairness your abundance at the present 
time should supply their need, so that their abundance may supply your need, that there 
may be fairness.” 
 

• 2 Corinthians 9:7 – “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

 
• Luke 12:48 – “But the one who did not know, and did what deserved a beating, will 

receive a light beating. Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required, 
and from him to whom they entrusted much, they will demand the more.” 

 
c. Give Sincerely: Church members should never give for recognition, power and control, or a 

special blessing from God. We should follow the model of Barnabas (Acts 4) and avoid the 
model of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5). Our giving should always be done with a sincere 
heart that genuinely wants to support the will of God.  
 
• Matthew 6:3–4 – “But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what 

your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees 
in secret will reward you.” 
 

Quote: “If giving is done in faith, out of commitment to Christ and love for his people, then 
certainly there will be great blessing in it. It is most pleasing to God when gifts of money are 
accompanied by an intensification of the giver’s own personal commitment to God.” – Wayne 
Grudem (957)  


