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First Thoughts

NEWS INSIDE

the

G i v i n g t o t h e 
Ongoing Ministry of 
FBC Dandridge 
There are multiple ways 
to make sure that we can 
continue to worship the 
Lord and serve our 
community during this 
time: 

1. Give Online by Using 
Our Online Giving 
Page 

2. Text GIVEFBC to 
73256 and Follow the 
Instructions 

3. Mail Your Offering to 
Our Office 

First Baptist Dandridge 

P.O. Box 246 

Dandridge, TN 37725
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Birthday Calendar, 
Announcements, 
Welcome New 
Members

Holy Week Events 
Sunday, March 28 - Sunday, April 4 

Palm Sunday Worship Service 
10:30 AM 

Daily Worship Services, Monday - Friday  
Noon - 12:30 PM 

Area churches will alternate providing speakers and 
 musicians for each service 

Maundy Thursday Service of Shadows & Communion 
7:00 PM, FBCD Sanctuary 

Good Friday Service 
Noon-12:30 PM 

Easter Sunday 
* Worship Services at 8:30 & 10:30 AM 

Sunday School will not meet   
 

- All services in person and live-streamed from FBC Dandridge 
- Childcare available for both services on Easter Sunday 

* Sanctuary, Welcome Center, Childcare areas and restrooms will be  
cleaned and sanitized between services.



 

Dear Church Family,  

One of the joys of spring is witnessing the 
appearance of new life. As the earth’s Northern 
Hemisphere begins its seasonal tilt toward the sun, 
the cold, gray days of winter are replaced with the 
warm, sunny days of spring, beginning the revival of 
nature before our eyes. Little by little, we notice 
flowers starting to bloom, plants beginning to grow, 
and leaves covering trees once again. Depending 
upon the weather, some of these signs of new life 
can begin as early as late February or early March, 
giving us a small preview of what will come in the 
weeks to follow.  

While spring is God’s design for the renewal of 
plant life in creation, it’s also a picture of the new 
life that’s given to those who are made alive in 
Christ. Just as flowers, leaves, and vegetation 
appear “dead” during winter, the Bible describes 
humans arriving in this world as “dead in our 
trespasses and sins” (2:1), meaning that our desires 
and actions are opposed to the will of God. 
However, because of God’s grace, mercy, and love, 
He “made us alive together with Christ” (Eph. 2:5), 
giving us new spiritual life through faith. Jesus told 
Nicodemus that such new life must be received if 
he wanted to spend eternity with God in heaven. 
Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is 
born again he cannot see the kingdom of 
God” (John 3:3). Therefore, just as God brings new 
life to plants and trees during spring, so He brings 
new spiritual life to those who unite with Jesus 
through faith – new life that is filled with the 
outward fruit of obedience, righteousness, and love.  

Spring also reminds us of another spiritual reality, 
one of literally being raised from the dead. In 1 
Corinthians 15:20-23, Paul writes, “But in fact Christ 
has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep. For as by a man came 

death, by a man has come also the resurrection of 
the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all 
shall be made alive. But each in his own order: 
Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who 
belong to Christ.” Jesus’ bodily resurrection from 
the dead not only opened the door for God to save 
sinners spiritually, but Christ being raised from the 
dead made it possible for all believers to be raised 
from the dead physically. In order to explain this 
reality, Paul uses the metaphor “firstfruits,” which 
was an agricultural word used to indicate a small 
sampling of crops being brought in that served as a 
preview for the harvest to come. Just as Jesus was 
raised to new life and given a glorified body, so 
when Jesus returns each believer’s physical body 
will be raised and reunited with their spirit in 
heaven, which will then be transformed into a 
permanent glorified body like Jesus that will live on 
for eternity in the “new heavens and new earth.” 
Therefore, Jesus’ resurrection was a sampling and 
guarantee of what those who are born again in 
Christ will experience at the second coming.  

As we celebrate Easter in just a few more days, I 
hope that you will think about all that Christ 
accomplished through His death, burial, and 
resurrection – the new spiritual life we receive today, 
and the new glorified life to come. If you haven’t 
received this new life, what Jesus called being 
“born again,” I pray that you will talk to one of our 
pastors or another believer about how to begin 
following Jesus. Let’s spend this Easter rejoicing in 
the eternal hope that we have in Christ alone.  

He is Risen! 

Pastor Justin 

FIRST THOUGHTS 
Raised to New Life



April Birthdays Announcements

Welcome New Members

Maundy Thursday 
This service is an adaptation of the ancient Tenebrae 
service, which dates back to the earliest years of the church. 
Coming from the Latin word meaning "shadows," Tenebrae 
depicts — through the extinguishing of candles and the 
dimming of lights in the sanctuary — the flight of the 
disciples and the approaching Crucifixion. A week that 
began with meals and celebrations ended with the sacrifice 
of our Savior. Join us for this Service of Shadows and 
Communion on April 1 at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary. 

RA Pinewood Derby  
The races will take place during Kids’ Church on April 14 
from 6-7 pm in the Fellowship Hall. There will also be 
activities for the GAs during this time.  

Vacation Bible School 
Volunteer interest meeting on Sunday, April 18 from 5-6 pm 
in the Fellowship Hall. VBS is scheduled for June 14-18, 9 
am-noon daily. Contact Miss Shelly for more information.  

Baby Dedication 
If your family would like to participate in the Baby/Child 
Dedication service on Mother’s Day (May 9), please contact 
the church office and email a picture of your child to 
lopeil@fbcdt.org by May 3. 

CentriKid Camp 
This camp is for children having completed 3rd - 6th grades 
and is scheduled for July 19-23 at Ridgecrest, N.C.  Cost is 
$175 per child and scholarships are available. For more 
information contact Miss Shelly. Deadline to register is 
Sunday, June 6. 

Student Ministry News 
• Graduate Recognition - If you would like to be included in 

the May Messenger please send a photo with name, 
school, and degree (if applicable) to alinsley@fbcdt.org by 
Friday, April 16.  On May 16 graduates will be recognized 
during the morning worship service with a luncheon to 
follow.  More details in the May Messenger. 

• Centrifuge Camp - July 4-8 in Ridgecrest, NC. Cost is 
$200 per student. Financial aid is available. 

Sanctuary Choir Update 
Following health and safety guidelines, in-person rehearsals 
have resumed on Wednesdays at the new time of 7:00 pm 
in the Sanctuary. Choir members please check your email 
for more information.

Thad & Lavigne Kirkpatrick 
3/21/2021 

Picture coming soon

If you are interested in getting 
the list of April birthdays, please 
contact the church office at 
865-397-3940.

mailto:lopeil@fbcdt.org
mailto:alinsley@fbcdt.org


Sunday School Report 
Average Attendance 

 February  2021 YTD 
Preschool 0 0 
Children 0 0 
Youth 12 14 
Adult 169 188 
Offsite 0 0 
Overall average 181 202

Financial Report 
   February  2021  YTD 
Budget Fund Goal $92,632.08 $208,422.14 

Budget Receipts $111,741.11 $201,085.51  
Building Fund Receipts 2,995.00 8,277.00 
Designated Receipts 6,425.76 25,537.81 
Total Receipts $121,161.87 $234,900.32

Non-profit 
Organization 

PAID 
Dandridge, TN  

37725 
Permit #8

951 Hwy 92 S - PO Box 246 
 Dandridge, TN 37725

Current Resident or

General Information
Ministerial Staff: 
Dr. Justin Terrell, jterrell@fbcdt.org 
     Senior Pastor 
Rev. Cory Hammett, chammett@fbcdt.org 
     Assoc. Pastor of Spiritual Growth & Missions 
Dr. Chris Headley, cheadley@fbcdt.org 
      Assoc. Pastor of Worship & Music 
Rev. Andy Henard, ahenard@fbcdt.org 
     Assoc. Pastor to Students 
Shelly Mowery, smowery@fbcdt.org 
 Director of Children’s Ministries 

Support Staff: 
Lauren Opeil, lopeil@fbcdt.org 
     Ministry Assistant 
Alicia Linsley, alinsley@fbcdt.org 
     Ministry Assistant 
Diane Marshall, dmarshall@fbcdt.org 
     Church Accountant 
Caine Jones, Maintenance & Grounds Manager 
Jody Tatum, Custodian/Maintenance  
Tom Hewling, Chef/Food Services 
Kristel Headley & Michelle Johnson, Pianists 
Jerry Price, Organist 

Church Office: (865) 397-3940

	      VBS 
In-person Vacation Bible 
S c h o o l i s t e n t a t i v e l y 
planned for June 14-18,  
9 AM - Noon. Please 
contact Miss Shelly for 
more information or to 
volunteer.

Interest Meeting 
Sunday, April 18 

5-6 pm, Fellowship Hall


