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1. Authorial Intent 

 
a. Intent: Like any book that’s written, the Bible was written by an author. But as we mentioned 

before, unlike any other book that’s been written, the authorship of the Bible is a divine and 
human accomplishment. While the true Author of the Bible is God, he inspired human writers 
(prophets, priests, kings, apostles, etc.) to record his thoughts in ways that humans could read 
and understand. This is what we called “inspiration.” But even though God used humans to write 
down his Word, God is ultimately the Author – the One giving the message. So, even though 
Moses and David and Nehemiah and Matthew and Paul authored various books of the Bible, the 
ultimate Author is God. And if God is the ultimate Author of Scripture, our main role as 
interpreters of the Bible is to discover the exact message that God wants us to hear.  And this is 
called Authorial Intent.  
 
• Authorial Intent means that our main purpose is to discover “The message that God 

originally intended when He inspired Scripture to be written.” 
 

b. Problem: There are many people (and the number is growing) that approach the Bible with a 
personal or cultural bias. What God intended is not always what they want to see. They have 
already made up their minds about the way they think life should be and what’s truth and what’s 
fair and how people should live, then they go to the Bible to find support for their own set of 
beliefs. So, the way they “interpret” the Bible reflects more of their own thinking and ideas than 
what God has revealed. However, such an approach is wrong.  

 
c. Point: When we approach any passage of the Bible, our main goal is to understand the message 

that God originally intended when He inspired Scripture to be written.   
 

• Quote: “There is only one meaning for every place in Scripture…. otherwise the meaning of 
Scripture would be no meaning at all – for anything which it does not mean one thing surely 
means nothing.” – William Ames (1576-1633), theologian.   

 
d. Serious Challenge: Now, this brings us to one of the biggest issues we face in our attempt to 

interpret the Bible as God intended. The Bible was originally written in ancient times (2000-
3500 years ago) – and times have changed. We live in a whole new culture, with electricity, 
telephones, the Internet, automobiles, air-transportation, vaccines, colleges and universities, 
corporate businesses, democratic governments, nuclear weapons, and so much more. The world 
we live in seems so distant to the way people lived when the Bible was written – and it is.  
 
• Order: So, a serious challenge for us to understand what the Bible first meant in the original 

culture and apply that truth to our modern cultural setting today. This order is very important 
to maintain.   
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• Quote: “It is across this broad and deep divide of two thousand years of changing culture 

(more still in the case of the Old Testament) that Christian communicators have to throw 
bridges. Our task is to enable God’s revealed truth to flow out of the Scriptures into the lives 
of the men and women of today.” – John Stott, Between Two Worlds 
 

e. Examples 
 
• Deuteronomy 22:8 – “When you build a new house, you shall make a parapet for your roof, 

that you may not bring the guilt of blood upon your house, if anyone should fall from it.”  
 

• 1 Timothy 2:9–10 – “Likewise also that women should adorn themselves in respectable 
apparel, with modesty and self-control, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly 
attire, but with what is proper for women who profess godliness—with good works.” 

 
• Point: So, the first goal is to understand what God meant for the original audience in the 

culture it was written, then take the basic truth that God revealed and apply it to our culture 
today. That’s the heart of biblical hermeneutics.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


