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Evangelistic Encounters 
Dr. Justin H. Terrell 

 
“The Woman at the Well” 

John 4:1-30 
 
 
1. Be Aware of Providential Opportunities (4:1-6)  

 
“Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing more 
disciples than John (although Jesus himself did not baptize, but only his disciples), he left Judea and 
departed again for Galilee. And he had to pass through Samaria. So he came to a town of Samaria 
called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there; so 
Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.” 
 
• Why is it significant that Jesus passed through Samaria while traveling from Judea to Galilee?  

 
• The phrase, “he had to” comes from a Greek word that indicates a divine requirement. Jesus’ 

travel plans were being orchestrated by God. There was a specific purpose for Jesus to travel on 
this route and stop at Jacob’s well in Sychar.  

 
• Being aware of God’s providence should change how we think of inconveniences, last-minute 

changes of plans, certain disappointments, or random conversations with people in stores, gas 
stations, restaurants, airports, etc. When your plans seem off, remember that God’s plans are 
perfectly in place. Look for opportunities in order to evangelize.  

 
 

2. Be Aware that All People Have Spiritual Needs (4:7-14) 
 

“A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” (For his 
disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it 
that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with 
Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 
‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” The 
woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you 
get that living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it 
himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will 
be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The 
water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”  
 
• What is so telling about the time of day the Samaritan woman came to draw water?  

 
• How do people attempt to overcome their own brokenness today? Why are human means 

insufficient?  
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• When we evangelize people, it’s really important to show them how their brokenness can only 
be satisfied through a saving relationship with Christ. Everyone has spiritual needs. Christ is 
the only One who truly satisfies and makes new.  

 
 
3. Be Aware that People Need to be Confronted with the Reality of Personal Sin (4:15-19) 
 

“The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here 
to draw water.” Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” The woman answered 
him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you 
have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true.” 
The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet.” 
 
• Why does Jesus ask her to call her husband? Why is her relationship status important to 

understand?  
 

• What does it mean to “repent?”  
 

• When we evangelize people, it’s never enough just to tell them about the person and work of 
Jesus, we must call them to repent and commit to Christ. Explaining and exposing sin is a 
crucial part of sharing the good news. Otherwise, why is the gospel “good news?” People need 
to be confronted with the reality of their personal sin.  

 
 
4. Be Aware the True Faith Leads to Life Change (4:20-30) 
 

“Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people 
ought to worship.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we 
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, 
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such 
people to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 
The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, 
he will tell us all things.” Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.” 
 
“Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, but no one 
said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with her?” So the woman left her water jar and 
went away into town and said to the people, “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can 
this be the Christ?” They went out of the town and were coming to him.” 
 

• How is true worship related to salvation? Why can’t unbelievers’ worship?  
 

• When the woman drops her water jar, it’s a symbol that she has left her sin behind and is now 
eager to follow Jesus. In fact, not only does she follow Christ, but she tells others! True 
salvation always results in life change. 


