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Session Six: Humans Were Created to Work 

 
 
A. The Doctrine of Work (Vocation)  

 
1. Work Was Created and Intended by God  

 
a. Creation: After God created the heavens and the earth, and humans in his own image, the 

Bible also teaches that God called humans to work. Therefore, work is not a part of the curse 
or some type of post-fall judgment, it was a part of what God described as being “good” and 
“very good” (Gen. 1:31). Theologians refer to this calling as “the cultural mandate,” since 
man was to use his abilities and status as God’s image bearer to control creation on God’s 
behalf. Just as God “worked” in creation, humans were given work to do as an earthly 
vocation.  
 
• Genesis 1:26, 28 – “Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. 

And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and 
over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth…. And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill 
the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”  

 
• Genesis 2:15 – “The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it 

and keep it.” (The phrase, “Work it and keep it,” comes from the Hebrew words “abad” 
(serve) and “shamar” (to care over). Adam and Eve were to exercise care over creation. 
While these words give the idea of stewardship, which is the opposite of negligence, they 
do not mean we should worship the earth or refrain from using its resources.)  

 
b. Reflection of God: The fact that God called humans to work is another reflection of himself, 

because God also worked and rested. God continues to work today as he governs and rules 
the world. In John 5:17, “Jesus answered them, ‘My Father is working until now, and I am 
working.’” When humans work by using their mind, energy, and creativity, they reflect the 
image of God.  
 
• Ecclesiastes 2:24 – “There is nothing better for a person than he should eat and drink 

and find enjoyment in his toil.”  
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c. Development of Culture: Not only did God give humans authority over the world, to work 
and keep, but with this authority humans were given gifts and resources for physical 
production, to provide for personal needs, to bless others, and glorify God.  

 
• Genesis 4:20-22 – “Adah bore Jabal; he was the father of those who dwell in tents and 

have livestock. His brother’s name was Jubal; he was the father of all those who play the 
lyre and pipe. Zillah also bore Tubal-cain; he was the forger of all instruments of bronze 
and iron.”  
 

• Genesis 8:22; 9:20 – “While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, 
summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease…. Noah began to be a man of the soil, 
and he planted a vineyard.”  

 
• Genesis 11:2–4 – “And as people migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land 

of Shinar and settled there. And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and 
burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. Then they 
said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let 
us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.”  

 
• Genesis 37:12 – “Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem…” 

(Joseph’s brothers were shepherds)  
 

• Exodus 31:1-6 – “The LORD said to Moses, “See, I have called by name Bezalel the son 
of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with 
ability and intelligence, with knowledge and all craftsmanship, to devise artistic designs, 
to work in gold, silver, and bronze, in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, to 
work in every craft. And behold, I have appointed with him Oholiab, the son of 
Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. And I have given to all able men ability, that they may 
make all that I have commanded you.”  

 
• Matthew 4:18 – “While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who 

is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were 
fishermen.”  

 
• Matthew 13:55 – “Is this not the carpenter’s son?” 

 
• Acts 18:3 – “Because [Paul] was of the same trade he stayed with them and worked, for 

they were tentmakers by trade.”  
 
d. God’s Will: Even before the fall, it was God’s will for humans to work for a living. God 

doesn’t want humans to be lazy or idle, but to glorify him by using our gifts and skills to 
fulfill his will in our lives and world. It’s God’s will to support ourselves and our families, 
and to bless others in the process.  

 
2. Work was Distorted and Damaged by Sin 
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a. The Fall Changed How We Work: After Adam and Eve fell into sin, God cursed the world 
in different ways. One of those curses affected work or vocation. Rather than work being 
enjoyable and satisfying, it became dreadful and full of difficulty.  
 
• Genesis 3:17–19 – “And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of 

your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By 
the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you 
were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

 
• Problem: After the fall, humans encountered tough resistance when it came to work. 

Fulfilling God’s call to “fill the earth and subdue it” and “work it and keep it” would 
become painful. Most likely the curse represented a change in our physical bodies and in 
the physical creation. Humans would get tired easier, calluses would develop, injuries 
would take place, mistakes would happen, and efficiency would be lost. The world would 
experience heat, drought, flooding, animal and insect invasion, and other events that 
could destroy crops and make work hard.  
 

b. The Fall Led to Problems with Our Work: Not only did work become physically difficult 
and demanding on our lives, but sin spread into our work in several ways.  
 
• Injustice and Oppression: Because humans are greedy, people are tempted to take 

advantage of others through low wages, oppression, enslavement, or unrealistic goals. 
These problems affect many people in the work force today.  
 

• Unethical Decisions: With the demands of money and income being so important, some 
people work in ways that are no morally acceptable. People often cheat or steal the ideas 
of others, they swindle or mislead customers, they lie about success or problems, they 
bribe to get business, they cut corners on jobs or give inaccurate times on their punch 
card.  

 
• Laziness: While work is something that God has called humans to do, some people 

refuse to work due to laziness. They expect someone else to provide for their needs. 
However, Paul warns against being idle and lazy, even calling for the church to not 
associate with such a person if they continue. “If anyone is not willing to work, let him 
not eat!” (2 Thess. 3:6-12).  

 
• Overwork: Because humans are so materialistic, we are tempted with working too much. 

Many people are living with an unhealthy balance of time between work and rest. Some 
do this because they are in so much debt that they cannot afford to take a break, which is 
a sin in itself. Seeking riches is dangerous because it doesn’t provide a Sabbath.  

 
c. Christ Redeemed Our Ability to Work Well: One of the many aspects of our redemption 

as believers is that Christ has given us the liberty to work in a way the glorifies God and 
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blesses those around us. Therefore, while we live in a fallen and cursed world, we can work 
in a way that brings glory to God.  
 
• Colossians 3:23-24 – “Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 

knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are 
serving the Lord Christ.” 


