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Eschatology for Daily Living 
 
When it comes to Christian doctrine, the primary aim for studying theology is not merely to increase in 
academic knowledge, but to apply such truths to daily living. This principle is especially true when we 
consider eschatology. Over the years, many have turned the doctrine of eschatology into a fanatical 
pursuit or divisive disease, leading to major misunderstandings, false speculations, and split churches. 
However, the truths concerning the end of the age were intended to change how we live based on the 
assurances they provide. For this reason, it would only be fitting to conclude a study of eschatology by 
understanding the difference these truths should make in our lives.  
 
 
1. Eschatology Provides Christian Hope 

 
a. Grief: It is completely natural for a believer to feel grief at the death of a loved one. The 

emotional sadness and loneliness that comes with losing a loved one is a testimony of our love 
for them. Even Jesus “wept” at the sight of Lazarus’ death (John 11:35). While funeral services 
can sometimes be positively viewed as “celebrations of life,” we are still reminded that “the 
wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23) and earthly life is cursed with limits. Where is our hope and 
confidence?  
 
• Eschatology reminds us as believers that we don’t “grieve as others do who have no hope” 

(1 Thess. 4:13), for we have the assurance of eternal life through faith in Christ. In times of 
loss, we must remind each other of the gospel, that Christ has overcome sin and death, and 
eternal life exists for those who have been born again. This is why Paul finishes his 
discussion on the Second Coming of Christ by saying, “Therefore encourage one another 
with these words.”  

 
b. Fear of Death: One of the greatest fears of humanity is the fear of death. For the lost person, this 

fear is not only rooted in the thought of life ending or being separated from loved ones, but a 
subliminal expectation that judgment is approaching (cf. Heb. 2:14-15). Even believers have a 
fear of death. Some are deeply anxious about how they will die, or the thought of leaving loved 
one’s behind, or doubts surrounding the realness of their salvation. These fears make doctor’s 
visits dreadful, the news of accidents terrifying, and the process of getting older depressing.  

 
• Eschatology reminds us as believers that death is an enemy that has already been defeated by 

Christ, and we shouldn’t be fearful of what’s ahead. Rather, because Christ is victorious, we 
should be joyful about the prospects of eternal life. Since earthly life is not the end, we 
should also be motivated to serve God and store up our treasures in heaven. We should live 
with boldness and determination, especially when it comes to persecution and martyrdom. 
For believer, eschatology should remove the fear of death that is common to man.  
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c. Tragedies in the World: While the fall in the garden separated humans from God, it also 
brought upon severe curses to our world. We experience these curses each day as we face 
sickness and disease, difficulties, heartache, wars, natural disasters, violence, evil people, social 
injustices, and other tragic effects of the fall. As we see and experience these problems in the 
world, we often wonder if life will ever get better. Will things ever be made right?  
 
• Eschatology reminds us as believers that the fallen world we live in will not last forever. 

Because of the person and work of Christ, God is making “all things new.” Once Jesus 
returns, he will do away with the old, cursed world and universe, and usher in a “new 
heavens and new earth,” one that is free from all tragedy, disasters, demons, disease, 
difficulty, and pain. Even the physical creation will be perfect once again (Rom 8).  

 
 
2. Eschatology Shapes Our Earthly Relationships  
 

a. Forgiveness: One of the most difficult aspects of Christian living is God’s command to forgive 
those who have wronged us – even those who never confess they were wrong or show no signs 
of remorse. However, God still calls us to forgive them and move on. This command is hard for 
believers because we feel that an injustice will be allowed to stand, with no consequences for the 
offender.  

 
• Eschatology reveals to us that while many earthly sins and injustices may never be dealt 

with in this age, God is going to hold everyone accountable in the end. Therefore, when we 
forgive, we are acknowledging that God will serve vengeance in the end. When Christ 
returns, He is bringing a sword of justice to the world. This is His role, not ours.  
 

• Romans 12:19 – “Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is 
written, “Vengeance in mine, I will repay, says that Lord.”  

 
 

b. Humility: A sin that every human struggles with is pride. Our sinful nature constantly demands 
that we receive recognition and approval from others, without ever showing signs of weakness or 
fault. We are tempted to say things and do things to bring attention to ourselves, while at the 
same time neglecting others. In essence, pride is the desire to possess the kingdoms of this world 
and receive the glory for our accomplishments.  

 
• Eschatology reveals to us as believer that true glory belongs to God, and we will share in His 

glory once Christ exalts us in the end. Therefore, we should not seek personal glory and 
cultural approval in this age, but wait to receive it in the age to come.  
 

• Matthew 23:12 – “Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself 
will be exalted.”  

 
• 1 Peter 5:6 – “Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the 

proper time he may exalt you.”  
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c. Evangelism: One of the most neglected portions of Christ’s teaching is His command for 

believers to make disciples of all nations (Matt. 28:18-20). Jesus has called us to reach our 
neighbors, both around the block and around the world, with the gospel. However, our reluctance 
to evangelize reveals a lack of love and a lack of concern for those who are on a path to hell.  

 
• Eschatology reveals to us as believers that a future judgment is quickly approaching. Unless 

a person repents of their sin and turns to Christ in faith, they will face eternal judgment in 
hell. Since we know the outcome of history, our hearts should desire to tell as many people 
about Christ as possible. We should be motivated to help people know the world’s only 
Savior.  
 

• Quote: "How much do you have to hate somebody to believe that everlasting life is possible 
and not tell them that? If I believed beyond a shadow of a doubt that a truck was coming at 
you and you didn't believe it, and that truck was bearing down on you, there's a certain point 
where I tackle you. And this is more important than that." – Penn Jillette, atheist comedian 

 
 
3. Eschatology and Life in the Local Church 
 

a. Church Membership: The way we experience life in the local church should reflect a proper 
understanding of eschatology, especially when it comes to church membership. A church 
member is a follower of Jesus Christ who makes a covenant with a local body of believers; 
joining them in fellowship, worshiping and growing with them in discipleship, serving alongside 
them in ministry, being held accountable by them in discipline, and reaching the world with them 
for Christ. Each of these elements of church membership is shaped by eschatology.  

 
• Baptism: When a new believer is baptized, the church is recognizing that they have moved 

out of death and into eternal life. They no longer face the impending judgment of God. Even 
though they will one day die, Christ will return to raise them from the dead, which is what 
baptism points towards.  
 

• Fellowship: The Bible teaches that heaven will be a collection of believers from all ages, 
worshiping God and serving in His kingdom forever. The local church is a preview of that 
eternal kingdom, where earthly fellowship takes place among believers and God is worshiped 
by them. Since heaven will include redeemed people from all nations, ethnicities, socio-
economic statuses, and educational backgrounds, the local church should accept all believers 
into fellowship, regardless of social differences. Therefore, the fellowship of the local church 
reflects heaven.  

 
• Worship: One of the most discussed eschatological realities is the worship of God that will 

exist forever. Scripture teaches that angels and deceased believers are currently worshiping 
God in heaven and will be joined by all believers in the age to come. When we worship God 
together as a church, it reflects the heavenly worship of the future.  
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b. Obedience: The knowledge of Christ’s return should reorder our priorities. Since God is going 
to destroy the present earth and replace it with a new heavens and a new earth, believers should 
be people who care more about eternal things and less about material things. We want to be more 
passionate about the kingdom and less passionate about the earth.  

 
• 2 Peter 3:11-12 – “Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought 

you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day 
of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly 
bodies will melt as they burn!” 


