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The New Heavens and The New Earth 
 
The ultimate hope for believers is eternal life with God. This hope will become a reality following the 
final judgment when God will create a new heavens and a new earth. In this place, God promises to 
restore all things by removing the disastrous effects of the fall and reversing the curse given in the 
Garden after Adam and Eve’s sin. Therefore, the new heavens and new earth will be a place of moral 
and physical perfection, a place of intense beauty, a place free from sadness, stress, and difficulty, and 
best of all, a place where the redeemed will once again be in the glorious presence of God for all of 
eternity.  
 
A. The Present Heaven  

 
1. Heaven is the Dwelling Place of God:  While God is omnipresent (everyone at one time), the 

greatest manifestation of his glory in the present age is in heaven, a real place where angels, 
heavenly creatures, and redeemed saints all worship Him, and where Christ reigns over creation 
in a glorified physical body. The present heaven exists in the spiritual realm, invisible from 
creation.  
 
• Isaiah 66:1 – “Thus says the Lord: Heaven is my throne.”  
 
• Matthew 6:9 – “Pray then like this: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.”  
 
• Luke 22:43 – “And there appeared to him an angel from heaven, strengthening him.” 
 
• Acts 1:9-11 – “And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, 

and a cloud took him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, 
behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

 
• Acts 7:55-56 – “But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, 

and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, 
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 

 
• 1 Peter 3:21-22 – “Jesus Christ, who has done into heaven and is at the right hand of God, 

with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.”  
 
• Hebrews 9:24 – “For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are 

copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our 
behalf.” 
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2. Heaven is the Dwelling Place of Deceased Believers with God: When believers suffer earthly 
death, their spirits/souls are immediately relocated to heaven. Believers will remain there until 
Christ’s second coming, when they will return with Him in glory and receive a new resurrected 
body. Therefore, the present heaven is an incomplete, intermediate state in the presence of God.  
 
• Matthew 6:19–20 – “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 

destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.” 
 

• Luke 16:22 – “The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's side.” 
 

• Luke 23:43 – “And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in 
paradise.”  

 
• Philippians 3:20–21 – “But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the 
power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.” 
 

• 1 Thessalonians 4:17 – “Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.” 

 
 
B. The New Heavens and New Earth 

 
1. The Creation of the New Heavens and New Earth: Following the final judgment, there will be 

a joining of heaven and earth to form a new creation, where the effects/curses of the fall will be 
reversed, and believers will live in the presence of God forever. 

 
a. Scriptural Evidence 

 
• Isaiah 65:17 – “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former things 

shall not be remembered or come into mind” (cf. Isa. 66:22).  
 

• 2 Peter 3:13 – “But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new 
earth in which righteousness dwells.” 

 
• Romans 8:20-22 – “For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because 

of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to 
corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know that 
the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now.” 

 
• Revelation 21:1 – “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and 

the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of 
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God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself 
will be with them as their God.” 

 
b. Renewed or Replaced? Will the new heavens and new earth simply be a renewal of the 

present heavens and earth, or will the old be completely destroyed and replaced? 
 
• Hebrews 1:11-12 – “[Heaven and earth] will perish, but you remain; they will all wear 

out like a garment, like a robe you will roll them up, like a garment they will be 
changed. But you are the same, and your years will have no end.”  
 

• 2 Peter 3:10 – “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will 
pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the 
earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.” 

 
• Revelation 20:10 – “From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was 

found for them.”  
 

• Debate: Some understand these verses to mean a complete removal of the old and a 
replacement of the new. However, others understand these verses to mean a wiping 
clean of the present creation (not complete destruction), and a renewal of all things. It is 
often compared to Noah’s flood, where the earth was “destroyed” (i.e. the old order 
wiped out), but not completely removed. Another comparison is Jesus’ resurrected body, 
where His body was renewed (glorified), not destroyed and replaced. Wayne Grudem 
doesn’t believe that God will annihilate the present creation because he created it to be 
“good” and “very good,” and scrapping it would give the devil the last word.  

 
 

2. Life in the New Heavens and New Earth 
 
a. Worship: The purpose of heaven is to enjoy the presence of God forever, where hearts and 

minds are perfectly focused on Him in unhindered worship, devotion, obedience, and 
fellowship. Popular culture wrongly depicts heaven as a place of great physical pleasure, 
where everything enjoyed on earth is amplified and fulfilled to the ultimate degree. However, 
the main purpose of heaven will be to enjoy life in the presence of God.  
 
• Revelation 21:3 – “And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 

dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, 
and God himself will be with them as their God.” 
 

• Revelation 5:11–12 – “Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living 
creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and 
thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, 
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” 
 

b. Rest: While rest on earth may refer to taking a break from activity, rest in heaven refers to 
reaching a goal of crucial importance. It was used in the Old Testament to describe Israel 
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reaching the Promised Land after a long and difficult struggle in the wilderness. Therefore, 
heaven will be a place where believers rest from the difficulties and hardships of earthly life; 
from the struggles of the world, the flesh, and the devil.  

 
• Hebrews 4:9–11 – “So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, for 

whoever has entered God's rest has also rested from his works as God did from his. Let 
us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of 
disobedience.” 
 

• Revelation 21:4 – “He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no 
more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former 
things have passed away.” 

 
• Revelation 21:27 – “But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what 

is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life.” 
 

c. Knowledge: In heaven, believers will be able to see more clearly into the things of God and 
have a much deeper understanding of Him.  
 
• 1 Corinthians 13:9-12 – “For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when the 

perfect comes, the partial will pass away. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I 
thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish 
ways. For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then 
I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.” 

 
d. Beauty and Fellowship: In heaven, the earth will be restored to reflect the original beauty of 

creation, as displayed in the Garden of Eden. Scripture describes heaven as a place that 
believers will carry on many present activities: eating, drinking, music and art, personal 
fellowship, literature, farming, etc.  
 
• Revelation 19:9 – We shall eat and drink at “the marriage supper of the lamb.”  

 
• Luke 22:18 – Jesus will once again drink wine with the disciples.  

 
• Revelation 21:23–25 – “And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the 

glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By its light will the nations walk, 
and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, and its gates will never be shut by 
day—and there will be no night there.” 

 
• Revelation 22:1–2 – “Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as 

crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street 
of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, 
yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.” 

 
 

 


