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3.  Amillennialism 
 

a. Definition: The Greek prefix “A” means “No,” and when attached to the word “millennium” it 
literally means, “No Millennium,” that is, no future millennium yet to come.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. Summary: According to this view, Revelation 20:1-10 describes the present church age. The 
victory achieved by Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection has greatly weakened Satan’s 
influence over the nations, therefore, in a sense, he is “bound” in a bottomless pit (Rev. 20:3). 
The gospel can now be successfully preached to the whole world. However, while Christ rules 
spiritually from heaven, the earth is still full of evil, which causes believers to experience 
suffering and persecution. Those who reign with Christ for a “thousand years” are believers who 
have died and are now reigning in heaven (intermediate state). Christ’s reign is not on earth, but 
in heaven, which defines what Jesus meant in the Great Commission when he said, “All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me…I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
Therefore, the millennium described in Revelation 20 is now being fulfilled in the church age. 
The exact duration is unknown because the expression “thousand years” is simply a figure of 
speech for a long period of time in which God’s purposes are accomplished. According to this 
view the first resurrection is spiritual (Rev. 20:2), where sinners are born again in Christ and 
their souls ascend to heaven at death. The church will continue in this way until Satan is released 
from the bottomless pit for a short time to deceive the nations and bring the great tribulation 
(Rev. 20:7-8). In the midst of the great tribulation, Christ will return, and a second resurrection 
will take place (Rev. 20:4-5), which is physical. The bodies of believers will be reunited with 
their spirits and will reside in heaven forever. The bodies of unbelievers will be raised to face the 
final judgment and eternal destruction. Following the second resurrection, the New Heavens and 
New Earth will begin for eternity (the eternal state).  
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c. Scriptural Support 
 
• The Book of Revelation: Amillennialists see the entire book of Revelation as whole, 

consisting of several sections (seven) that describe the same period of times. In other words, 
Revelation is not a chronological work showing a progression of events through history, but 
rather showing different recapitulations of the same period, perhaps from different 
perspectives. Therefore, Revelation 20 does not refer to the last period in the history of the 
church but gives a special perspective on the entire history of the church.  
 

• Symbolism/Apocalyptic Literature: Since Revelation was written in a style known as 
“apocalyptic literature,” where many symbols are used to convey truth (e.g. bowls, seals and 
trumpets, etc.), Amillennialists understand the “thousand years” to be symbolic as well, 
containing the idea of perfection or completeness. Therefore, Rev. 20:2 represents the 
completeness of Christ’s victory over Satan at the cross; and Rev. 20:4 represents the perfect 
glory and joy of the redeemed in heaven at the present time.  

 
• Revelation 20:6 – “Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over 

such the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they 
will reign with him for a thousand years.” – The “first resurrection” must be spiritual, 
because it prevents a person from experiencing the “second death,” which is spiritual.  

 
• Matthew 24:29-31 – “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be 

darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the 
powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, 
and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on 
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he will send out his angels with a loud 
trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other.” The great tribulation, second coming, and final resurrection all appear to be one 
single event.  
 

d. Historical Considerations: Amillennialism (or variations) has been held by theologians such as 
Augustine, John Calvin, and B.B. Warfield. Some have suggested that amillennialism and 
postmillennialism were not differentiated much in the first nineteen centuries of the church. 
However, when postmillennialism began to fade in popularity in the twentieth century, 
amillennialism was substituted for it. Amillennialism has enjoyed its greatest popularity since 
World War I, including a huge following in the twenty-first century.  
 

e. Weaknesses 
 
• It is difficult for most to rationalize that Satan is bound in a bottomless pit when you see so 

much evil and violence throughout the world, especially against the church. After all, Peter 
says that the “devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 Pet. 
5:8) and John declares, “The whole world lies in the power of the evil one” (1 John 5:19).  
 

• It is also difficult to understand how the saints will rule over the nations from heaven, when 
the Scriptures seem to indicate a more literal ruling on earth (cf. Rev. 2:27; 1 Cor. 4:8-13).  

 



 

The Great Tribulation 
 
Jesus describes a period in world history that precedes his second coming called “the great tribulation.” 
In Matthew 24:21, Jesus says, “For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not been from the 
beginning of the world until now, no, and never will be.” During this period, the world will experience 
intense pain and suffering, an increase in poverty and disease, powerful natural disasters, and the arrival 
of the Antichrist, who will produce false wonders and unbiblical teaching to lead people astray. While 
these events are sure to come, the question remains as to whether God will allow believers to be there. 
Will God allow believers to experience the great tribulation, or will He rescue believers from the most 
evil time in world history? Like many teachings in Scripture, there are a number of interpretive views.  
 
 
1. Pretribulational Rapture (dispensational premillennialism)  
 

a. Summary: As the prefix “pre-” indicates, the pretribulational position states that Christ will 
return to rapture the church just before the great tribulation begins. The word “rapture” comes 
from the Latin word “rapio,” which means to “seize, snatch, or carry away.” It comes from 1 
Thessalonians 4:17, where believers who are alive at the second coming will be “caught up” to 
meet Christ in the clouds. According to this view, the church age will continue until suddenly, 
unexpectedly, and secretly, Christ will return part of the way to earth and call believers to join 
him in heaven during the tribulation. This sequence prevents the church from facing the 
terrifying realities that the final tribulation brings. The tribulation will end (after seven years?) 
when Christ comes in the clouds with believers from all generations and begins His millennial 
reign on earth. This view is held by most premillennialists and is depicted in the “Left Behind” 
series (also, “A Thief in the Night”), where believers mysteriously disappear from offices, streets, 
airplanes, etc., and nobody knows where they are.  
 

b. Support 
 
• The entire period of the tribulation will be an outpouring of God’s wrath on earth. Since 

believers are exempt from God’s wrath through Christ, God will not allow the church to 
experience these events.  
 

• Revelation 3:10 – “Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, I will keep you 
from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell on the earth.” 
This passage may indicate that the church will be taken out before the hour of trial arrives.  

 
• This view makes it possible for Christ to return at any moment without all of the necessary 

signs being fulfilled, because those signs will be fulfilled during the tribulation.  
 
 
2. Midtribulational Rapture 
 

a. Summary: As the prefix “mid-” indicates, this view understands that Christ will return and 
rapture the church at some point during the great tribulation. Some scholars see the seven-year 
tribulation as having two halves: the first three and a half years are characterized as the “wrath of 



 

man,” and the church is present; the second three and a half years are characterized as the “wrath 
of God,” and the church is not present during this time.  
 

b. Support 
 
• Daniel 7:25 – “He shall speak words against the Most High, and shall wear out the saints of 

the Most High, and shall think to change the times and the law; and they shall be given into 
his hand for a time, times, and half a time.”  
 

• Daniel 12:7 – “And I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the 
stream; he raised his right hand and his left hand toward heaven and swore by him who lives 
forever that it would be for a time, times, and half a time, and that when the shattering of the 
power of the holy people comes to an end all these things would be finished.” 

 
 
3. Postribulational Rapture (historic premillennialism)  
 

a. Summary: As the prefix “post-” indicates, the rapture of the church will take place at the end of 
the great tribulation. Therefore, the church will be present during this period and will endure 
until the end.  

 
b. Support 

 
• The New Testament doesn’t clearly teach that the church will be removed from the great 

tribulation. The passages that speak of the rapture (1 Thess. 4:17; 1 Cor. 15:51-52) don’t 
specify when this will take place.  
 

• The tribulation is linked with the Lord’s return in several passages. Trumpets are blown to 
gather the elect (Matt. 24:31), to rapture the church (1 Thess. 4:16), and when believers’ 
bodies are glorified (1 Cor. 15:51-52). These trumpets all accompany the second coming of 
Christ. It’s difficult to see how more than one trumpet blast is in view.  

 
• Matthew 24:24 – “For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs 

and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect.” These events are in the context 
of the great tribulation, but how will the “elect” be there if a rapture has taken place prior? In 
none of the Olivet Discourse accounts does Jesus mention a prior rapture of God’s people.  

 
• 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10 – “This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may 

be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering—since indeed 
God considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to grant relief to you 
who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his 
mighty angels, in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on 
those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will suffer the punishment of 
eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, 
when he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who 
have believed, because our testimony to you was believed.” 


