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The Events Surrounding the Second Coming of Christ 
 
 

The Second Coming of Christ (Parousia) is the dominate hope of the church and indispensable to 
eschatology, as it marks the beginning of the completion of God’s plan. However, the Scriptures 
describe certain events that will lead up to and immediately follow Christ’s return. There is great debate 
over the nature of the millennium, the sequence of the great tribulation period, and issues related to the 
salvation of Jewish people.  
 
Disclaimer: When studying theology, Scripture is always our final authority. Scripture is always true 
and without error, and only teaches one truth. Therefore, our aim as believers is to understand the truth 
that Scripture teaches on a given topic (i.e. systematic theology). For this reason, we should approach 
Scripture with an open heart and mind, not looking for an interpretation that favors the way we “feel” 
something should be or the way something “makes most sense to us” (i.e. “eisegesis”), but genuinely 
seeking what God has revealed to be true through His Word. However, there are times when we may 
understand a passage of Scripture (or doctrine) differently. If these disagreements are over “essential 
doctrines,” then we must resolve such issues or be divided. If these disagreements are over “non-
essential doctrines,” then we need to respect one another’s views and maintain fellowship.  
 

“In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity” 
Augustine of Hippo 

 
 
1. The Preaching of the Gospel to All Nations 

 
a. Matthew 24:14 – “And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole 

world as testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.” (cf. Mark 13:10)  
 

• Worldwide Evangelism: Jesus indicated that the end would not come until the gospel had 
been proclaimed to all nations. Since there are many people groups and tribes scattered 
around the world that have not heard the gospel (3.1B, 7,000 people groups), this appears to 
be a sign that has not been fulfilled yet.  
 

b. Literal or Non-Literal Fulfillment? Did Jesus mean that every person throughout the world 
would need to hear the gospel before he would return, or just a general covering of the world?  
 
• Colossians 1:5-6, 23 – “Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel, 

which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing—as it 
also does among you, since the day you heard it and understood the grace of God in truth…. 
The gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven…” 
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• Point: In these verses, Paul seems to indicate that the gospel had been widely proclaimed “to 
all creation under heaven.” However, as we now know, there were countless people groups 
throughout the world that never heard the gospel in the first century (or any century!). 
Therefore, it’s likely that Christ was making a non-literal statement. He most likely meant 
that the gospel would be proclaimed around the world in general, but not to every single 
person on earth.  

 
c. Point: As world evangelism continues to spread today, it is difficult to know how widespread the 

gospel must be proclaimed before Christ returns. But with modern technology and increased 
missionary activity, the gospel is more accessible now that at any other point in world history.  

 
 
2. The Great Tribulation 

 
a. Mark 13:7–8, 19-20 – “And when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. This 

must take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. These are but the 
beginning of the birth pains…. For in those days there will be such tribulation as has not been 
from the beginning of the creation that God created until now, and never will be. And if the Lord 
had not cut short the days, no human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect, whom 
he chose, he shortened the days.” (cf. Matt. 24:15-22; Like 21:20-24)  

 
• Final Tribulation: While believers have suffered throughout the centuries, Christ indicates 

that there will be a period of suffering on earth that is far greater than anything that has yet to 
be experienced. Throughout history, various people have been convinced that they were 
living during the times Jesus was speaking about (e.g. Roman siege of Jerusalem in A.D. 70; 
Nazi German, the Soviet Union, and Communist China in the 20th Century; Arabic and 
Muslim nations in the 21st Century, etc.). However, Jesus’ words seem to indicate a greater 
persecution and suffer ahead, on a must larger scale.  

 
 
3. False Christs and False Prophets  

 
a. Mark 13:22 – “For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform signs and wonders, to 

lead astray, if possible, the elect.” (cf. Matt. 24:23-24)  
 
• False signs and false miracles have been a regular occurrence since the days of Moses (e.g. 

pharaoh’s magicians, Ex. 7:11; 8:7) and the early church (e.g. Simon the Sorcerer, Acts 8:9-
11). Even modern missionaries have testified to witchcraft and demonic activity on the 
mission field. However, it seems that Jesus is warning that a more intense period of false 
teaching and false identities (e.g. false messiah) will precede his second coming.  
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4. Powerful Signs in the Heavens 
 
a. Mark 13:24-26 – “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the 

moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the 
heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power 
and glory.” (Matt. 24:29-30; Luke 21:25-27) 
 
• Powerful Signs: Throughout history, the universe has produced amazing signs and wonders. 

Humans have witnesses solar and lunar eclipses, comets, meteor showers, shooting stars, star 
constellations, moon cycles, arouras borealis, lightening, among other phenomena. However, 
Jesus indicates that there will be a darkening of the sun and moon, and stars will fall from the 
heavens, just before the Son of man comes in the clouds (i.e. second coming). After the earth 
has been through the worst tribulation known to history, and a third of the people and land 
have been destroyed, all at once the sky will be darkened, the sun will stop shining, the moon 
will not be visible, and the stars will begin to shoot in all directions. The language points to a 
mighty disorganization of the universe. In Acts 16:26, the word “shaken” is used to describe 
a violent earthquake, therefore this event is like an earthquake in the heavens. The word 
“powers” can be used to describe the physical forces that hold the universe together, such as 
gravitational laws, strong and weak forces, atomic particles, etc… These forces and laws are 
what physically hold the universe together and allow earth to be a life-sustaining planet. Just 
before the coming of Christ, there will be a cosmic breakdown, and the universe as we know 
it will begin to unravel. It will be an event that no astronomer or physicists has ever 
witnessed.  
 

 
5. The Coming of the Man of Sin and the Rebellion 
 

a. 2 Thessalonians 2:1-10 – “Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being 
gathered together to him, we ask you, brothers, not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, 
either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter seeming to be from us, to the effect that the day of 
the Lord has come. Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the 
rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes 
and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in 
the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God. Do you not remember that when I was still 
with you I told you these things? And you know what is restraining him now so that he may be 
revealed in his time. For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work. Only he who now 
restrains it will do so until he is out of the way. And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom 
the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of his mouth and bring to nothing by the appearance of 
his coming. The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false 
signs and wonders, and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, because they 
refused to love the truth and so be saved.” 
 
• Man of Sin: Paul writes that Christ will not come unless the man of sin/lawlessness is first 

revealed, and the Lord Jesus will destroy him at his coming. In Revelation 13, this man is 
labeled “the antichrist,” and John reveals in 1 John 2:18 that he will be the final and worst in 
a series of “antichrists” (e.g. Nero Caesar, the Pope, Napoleon, Adolph Hitler, Henry 
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Kissinger, Mikhail Gorbachev, Saddam Hussein, Kim Jong Un, a future American president, 
etc.). However, the Scriptures indicate that a man will come in the future who will arise on 
the world scene and bring unparalleled peace and security, then massive suffering and 
persecution. The book of Revelation describes Satan setting up a false trinity: the dragon, the 
antichrist, and the false prophet. John describes a man who will rule the entire world, having 
everyone’s allegiance and support, expect for those who have received the mark of Christ 
(i.e. believers). Those who receive his mark (i.e. 666) will be doomed to eternal judgment. It 
appears that the antichrist will do these things before Christ’s second coming.  

 
 
6. The Salvation of Israel 
 

a. Romans 11:12, 25-27 – “Now if their [Jews] trespass means riches for the world, and if their 
failure means riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their full inclusion mean! … Lest you 
be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers: a partial 
hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And in this way 
all Israel will be saved, as it is written, “The Deliverer will come from Zion, he will banish 
ungodliness from Jacob”; “and this will be my covenant with them when I take away their sins.” 
 
• Jews: Paul mentions that many Jews have not trusted in Christ, but he says that sometime in 

the future a large number will be saved. At some point prior to Christ’s return, there will be a 
future ingathering of the Jewish people.  

 
b. Ethnic Israel or Spiritual Israel? While all Christians generally believe in a future for Israel, 

they disagree on who Israel is. There are two camps of theology.  
 
• Dispensationalists believe that Romans 9-11 reaffirms the Old Testament covenant promises 

to Abraham’s genetic descendants, which include promises of a rebuilt temple, a restored 
theocracy, and a reclaimed geography. Dispensational-premillennialists understand this as 
the purpose of the millennium, where ethnic Israel is reconstituted as a political state and 
serves as the mediator of God’s blessings to the nations.  
 

• Covenant theologians argue that the future restoration of Israel will be fulfilled – but 
fulfilled in the church. The church is a majority Gentile body that has “replaced” the Jewish 
theocracy since the nation rejected her Messiah at Jesus’ first advent. The commands and 
promises given to ethnic Israel in the Old Testament were only fulfilled and received by 
Christ, who is the true Israel (“seed of Abraham,” Gal. 3:16). Therefore, only those who have 
trusted in Christ (i.e. the regenerate; “the circumcision of Christ,” Col. 2:11-12) will inherit 
all of the promises due to Abraham.  

 
 
Next Week: We will begin a detailed look at the differing views of the tribulation and the millennium.  
 


