
 1 

Eschatology: The Doctrine of the Future 
First Baptist Church Dandridge 

Dr. Justin H. Terrell 
jterrell@fbcdt.org 

 
 

The Second Coming of Christ 
 
 

The Second Coming of Christ is known in theological terms as the “Parousia” (παρουσία), which is the 
Greek word for “coming.” Christ’s return is the dominate hope of the church and indispensable to 
eschatology, as it marks the beginning of the completion of God’s plan.  
 
 
A. The Details of Christ’s Return 

 
1. The Second Coming will be Personal: Jesus’ return will be a personal event, where Christ 

himself will come for the redeemed. Some in Protestant liberalism taught that Christ’s second 
coming only meant the spirit of Christ would return, meaning that his teaching and lifestyle 
would return to the earth through the lives of believers (e.g. Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1942; John 
Shelby Spong, 1998). However, Scripture indicates a personal return.  
 
• John 14:3 – “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 

myself, that where I am you may be also.” 
 

• Acts 3:19-21 – “Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, that 
times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ 
appointed for you, Jesus, whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things 
about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago.” 

 
• Hebrews 9:28 – “So Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a 

second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.”  
 

• James 5:8 – “The coming of the Lord is at hand.” 
 

• Revelation 22:20 – “Surely I am coming soon.” 
 
 

2. The Second Coming will be Sudden: While the Scriptures indicate that Jesus’ return will be 
preceded by signs (Matt. 24:15ff.), Jesus’ return will be a sudden and unexpected event.  
  
• Matthew 24:44 – “Therefore you also much be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 

hour you do not expect.”  
 

• 1 Thessalonians 5:2–3 – “For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then 
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sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and 
they will not escape.” 

 
• 2 Peter 3:10 – “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief…”  

 
 

3. The Second Coming will be Visible: The Jehovah’s Witnesses maintain that Christ returned and 
began his earthly reign on October 1, 1914, through his invisible influence. However, Scripture 
describes Jesus’ return as an event that everyone will be able to see and experience – for better or 
for worse.  
 
• Matthew 24:30 – “Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the 

tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory.” (cf. Mark 13:26; Luke 21:27)  
  

• 1 Thessalonians 4:16 – “For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of 
command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God.” (Notice 
this reference and others were made after Pentecost, 15-60 years later) 

 
• 2 Thessalonians 1:10 – “They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from 

the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, when he comes on that day to be 
glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have believed, because our 
testimony to you was believed.” 

 
• 1 John 2:28 – “And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have 

confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming.” 
 
• Revelation 1:7 – “Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even 

those who pierced him, and all the tribes of the earth will wail on account of him.” 
 
 

4. The Second Coming will be Bodily: Unlike some who have taught that the second coming will 
only be a spiritual coming to dwell within people’s hearts, Jesus’ return will be physical, as He 
will arrive in his resurrected body. However, some have taught that Jesus’ second coming was 
fulfilled at Pentecost by the arrival of the Holy Spirit (one meaning of parousia is “presence”). 
However, Scripture seems clear that a visible return of Christ is expected. 
 
• Acts 1:11 – “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was 

taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 

• 1 John 3:2 – “When he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.”  
 

 
5. The Second Coming will be Triumphant and Glorious: Unlike the first coming of Christ, 

which resonated with lowly circumstances and humility, His second coming will be with great 
power and might, accompanied by angels, and filled with judgment for the nations. 
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B. The Believer’s Attitude Toward Christ’s Return 
 

1. Joy and Relief: At the thought of Christ’s return, believers should feel a sense of joy and relief. 
For the second coming of Christ is a victorious moment for the church. After centuries of 
physical and spiritual difficulty, Christ’s coming spells the end of suffering and the beginning of 
eternal life with God.  

 
• Revelation 22:20 – “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!”  

 
• 1 Corinthians 16:22 – “Our Lord, come!” (Greek, “Maranatha!”)  
 
• Philippians 3:20 – “But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we away a Savior, the Lord 

Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power 
that enables him even to subject all things to himself.”  

 
• Titus 2:11–14 – “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 

training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 
upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the 
glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from 
all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for 
good works.” 

 
2. Quote: “To some extent…the degree to which we actually long for Christ’s return is a measure 

of the spiritual condition of our own lives at the moment.” (Gruden)  
 
• Question: What does this question mean? Is it true? (A riddance of suffering, persecution, 

sinful flesh, and justice for the wicked; an excitement to see Christ, to be with Him, to 
receive a new body  /// Shame and guilt, worldly comfort, lack of Christian fellowship, lack 
of devotion to God, fear of judgment).  
 

3. Question: Should Christ’s return motivate us to do less, fearing that we may waste our time in 
the event He returns before we complete our task? (We are called to be faithful until the end, 
which is one of the reasons Christ’s return in a mystery).  

 
 
C. The Timing of Christ’s Return 
 

1. Unknown Day and Hour: While the return of Christ is sure to take place, Scripture does not 
indicate the precise time Jesus will appear. Although some groups set dates and make 
predictions, the Bible emphatically reveals that no one knows outside of God.  
 
• Matthew 24:44; 25:13 – “Therefore you also much be ready, for the Son of Man is coming 

at an hour you do not expect…Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”  
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• Mark 13:32–33 – “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels 
in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know 
when the time will come.” 

 
• Luke 12:40 – “You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not 

expect.”  
 
 

2. The Danger of Predicting the Second Coming 
 
a. A prediction of Christ’s return indicates a failure to believe and obey Scripture. 

 
• This simple fact alone proves that date-setters are outside of God’s will and cannot be 

trusted in any serious teaching of the Bible.  
 

b. A predication of Christ’s return is misleading and harmful to others.  
 

• Jehovah’s Witnesses have made several attempts to predicate the day of Christ’s return, 
and have always been wrong. In order to save face, they claimed that Christ did return on 
October 1, 1914, but it was an invisible, spiritual return.  
 

• In 1988, Edgar Whisenant, a former rocket scientist and academic, wrote a book called, 
“88 Reasons Why the Rapture Will Be in 1988,” where he predicted that Jesus would 
return on September 12, 1988. People throughout the world, including the United States, 
were alarmed and filled with fantasy. Children were kept out of school, people sold their 
houses and quit their jobs, and some gave up long-term projects and mission work. 
However, his prediction failed, along with his other dates in 1990, 1991, 1992, and 1993.  

 
• In 2011, Harold Camping, an American Christian radio host and president of the Family 

Radio Christian network, stated that the Rapture and Final Judgment would take place on 
May 21, 2011, at 6:00pm local time. He suggested the Rapture would sweep globally, 
time zone by time zone, rapturing around 200 million people worldwide (3% of the 
world’s population). After the date past, he claimed that May 21 was only a spiritual day 
of judgment, and the physical Rapture would be October 21, 2011. After failing once 
again, he made a public statement in March 2012 that he had been mistaken and sinful. 
He cited Scripture by saying that no one knows the day and hour.  

 
 
Next Week: The events that will precede or accompany the return of Christ, such as world evangelism, 
cosmic signs in the universe, the tribulation and antichrist, and the future of Israel.   


